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4q A Briefe 


DISCOURSE 


TOUCHING 


A Broken Heart. 


In which the nature, cauſes, 


and fignes of itare ſolidly created 
of; as alſo,its acceptablenefſe to Go.!; To- 
gether with many orher motives preſſing 
as to labour after the procuremenc 
of it, and the means leading 
thereunto: 


'Being the ſumme and ſubſlance of 
certain Sermons preached by Mr; Daniel 
Carwardine,late Miniſter of Eling in 
the County of Middleſex. 


And fince his death pur forth by 
S.R; a friend ofthis, 
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— 


Whereunto is annexed, 

A CONFESSION OF FAITH 
by Mr.Samuel Rowles, late Fellow of 
Trinity-Colledge in Cambridge. 

d And now Minifter of Thiflleworth in 
the County of Middleſex, 


Loxdoy,Printed by E.G. for F. Rothwell,and 
areto be ſ{.1d at his ſhopon the North- 
ſide of Paws, 165 2. 
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To the Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


His linle Treatiſe, if theu 
| | wilt pleaſe to peruſe it ( as 
r | thou ſoon mayeſt ) bath 4 


very gracious aud profitable 

defigne wp thee , namely, to belp for - 
ward the great work of ſofining and 
breaking thy bard heart, that f1 it may 
become a Sacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling 
ſavonr to the great God, who delightetb 
in nothing rherewith the ſonnes and 
diughters of men: can preſent bim.more 
then in an bumble and contrite ſpirit. 
I bave ventwred to call thy beart bard, 
whoever thou art that mayeſt cafs thine 
eyes upon theſe lines, taking it for a 
certain truth , that the hearts of all the 
A 3 ſons 
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To the Reader. 


fons and daughters, as well of God, as 
of Belial, are more or l:(ſe obdurate, if 
you conſider them abſolutely, though* 
the bearts of good men may be called 
fofe in compariſon with tbe hearts of 
wicked ones; or if compared with that 
greater degree of hardneſſe which was 


ſometimes upon them'e!lyzr, even ſince 


the time of ther conver ſlen, Smch as 


doe take themſclve; t5 bave leaſt need 
of any belpes and fartberances in orde# 
to brekenne(s of beart, it is to be feared 
have of all men elſe the moſt. The 
Church of Laodicea, which thnugh? 1: 
felfe to have been rich (namely, in grace 
and bolineſſe) and increaſed in riches, 
(thatis , in a growing thriving condi. 
tion , more boly every day then other) 
yea at length ſarich as to ſtand in need 
of nothing , arrtyed at the very perfe- 
dion of grace , was (it ſhould ſeem) 
in the account of God wretched,miſe- 
rable, poore,blind, n:ked, Reve). 3.17. 
uſually, by bow» may) richer any m mm 
is 
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i; in fpirituals, by ſo much poorer be is 
in ſpirit; and by bow much poorer in 
- ſpirit , by ſo much richer in ſpiritual 
ſubſtance. If I may meaſure thy wheat 
by my Buſhel, as Solomon gives me 
leave todoe, Prov.27.19. As inthe 
water face anſtvereth to face, ſo the 
hearc of a man to man. T ſzy, ac- 
cording to tbat maxime of Solomon, 
I can tell thee by the bardneſſe of my 
0mm beart, that there is ſome of that 
bitter root of obdurateneſs ſpringing np 
in thine» I would ot doe thee ſo much 
wrong not knowing of thee ( nor being 
ever able to know thy heart) asto ſay 
that there is ſo much of it in 1hy beart 
a in wy owns But bow little ſorver it 
is, you knew what the Scripture ſaith 
touching leaven A little leaven lea« 
veneth the whole lump, ſo #t is with 
"the leaven of heart» bardneſſe. If thou 
look not to it in time, what our Saviour 
ſauch concerning Mauſtardſeed , Matth. 
13.31. thou wilt find: true in relation 
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to berdneſi of heart. Muſtardſced 
( ſaith be ) is the lealt of all ſeed, but 
when It is grown it is the great*(t < 
ofa l h:rbs, and becorr meth a tree, 
ſo that the birds of the ayre come 
and lodge in the branches thereof. 
Hardneſs of beart # at the firſt one of 
the leaſt ſinnes (not inreſhe'2 of nature, 
L ut d gree ) for men de ſet upon great 
finnes at the firſt with tenderiſh relu- 
A ant conſeiencer, and ſoftiſh beartrp 
(bardne ſs of beart being #ſually introd 
&uced not meerely by the hainouſneſs of 
one ſinne once committed , but by fre» 
quency and cuſtome in ſinning ) but 
afterward: it grows up to be as a mighty 
tree (and well it may, ſeeing all ſinnes 
' do contribute ſap and moyſture towards 
thegrowth of it) and then the birds of 
the ayre (I mean all ſirts of ſoring bigh 
- flown wickedn-ſj ) dve come and lodge 
in the branches of it; that @ to ſay, 
are welcomed and entertained by 
means of it.Whezn the heart of a man is 
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To the Reader. 


waxen bard, it becomes a very cage of 
wnelean birds , an open bouſe keeper to 
receive all ſorts of profane vagabondr. 
If thow art any waies prejudiced 
againſt this argument of heart-eontri- 
tion a tos legall ( which 5 1he nſuall 
form of their Mittimus who doe im« 
priſin ſoul«ſearching truth in zomigh- 
teouſurſt) Tis legal! doQrine, ſay they, 
away withit, I ſay,in caſe thou dſt 


r apprehend thu doGrine t10 legall ( the 
»commen imputation caſt uyon unplea- 


ſing truths ) the enſuing Treatiſe will 
Juſſciently convince thee of thixe error, 
if thou bad$t rather part with it then 
heep it, when then haſt light ſufficient- 
ly rhbercky to ſee that it is indeed an 
error. 1 need not tell thee how frequent 


a thing it it with Cbrift and by Apo- 


ſiler in the new Teitament, to commend, 


encourage , and exbort unto bumility, 
poverty of ſpirit, unfained repentance, 
godly ſorrow 9 all which expre ſti 08S frgs 
nifie no other then brekenneſi of heart, 
5 and 
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ond contrition of ſpirit, wbich ſome are 
ſo loath to heare of, and ſo upm a true 
accnent nnwilling to come under the in- 
fluence of th:ſe beatitud:s &- benedift- 
ons pronounced by ur Lord IeſwChrift, 
Bleffed are the poor in ſpicic, Bleſſed 
are they that mourne, &c. Dareſt 
thou to lay any thing to the charge 
of that doBtrine which Chriſt bath not 
onely juſtified by bu preaching, but 


alſo erowned with bu bleſſing , wbieb+ 


alſo was much in uſe among# the Apo» 
files, who were ex 10 followers of their 
Lord and maſter C briſt If God drfpile 
not a broken heart, but accepts it, de- 
lightr init , ang dnaels withit, take 
beed of entertaining wundervaluing 
theughts concerning brokenneſy of beart. 
Belieue it, God will defpiſe thee , and 
whatſoever Procet azth from tbee, if thox 
deſpiſe it. What Paul ſaith in refirenee 
unte preaching the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9 16. 


Neceſſity is Jaid upon ms, and woe - 


unto me if I prezch not the Goſpel; 
we 


To the Reader. 


we may ſay the ſame in reference t9 bro> . 
kenneſſe of beart : neceſſity is laid upm 


- wi(net a neceſſity of cuſtom or tradition 


but of commiſſion )and therefore woe un 
to 14 if we preach it not, See our com- 
miſſion for it, Heb. 3. 13 Exhort one 
another daily, leſt any of you be 
hardned thorough the deceitfulneſſe 
of finne. Even private Chriſtians are 
enjoyned to exhort one anotber for the 


- prevention of hardnes of beart,how much 


more ought the Miniſters of the word 10 
doe it yea the text ſaith, it muſt be done 
daily; and all little enough to keepe our 
hearts ſoft, mhich are as ſubjefd to be 
hard,a water that us taken of the fire #5 
to waxe cold. ( Reader) if theu art deſt+ 
rows to keve thy beirt ſpirineal'y broken, 
( for ſo thou oughteſt to be, though mean 
doe all they can to keepe their bearts from 
being broken, ) thou mayeſt mecte with . 
many belpes and encouragements there+ 
unto (ene or botb | from ſeveral bandt, 
namely, from the word and fdirit of Gad, 


from . 


To the Reader. 
from both law and g/ſpell, threatnings 


and promiſes , mercies and afflidion ; 
from things within and things without \ 
thee, from the living voyce of Gods ſur- 
wiving Miniſter, who cry s Tohn the 
Baptilt 7 the Wi!dernefſe, Repentyre 
pent,for the Kingdome of Heaven is 
at hand; a a/ſo frem the publike la- 
bowrs of Gods ſervants who are dead and 
gone ; and amongſt the reſt from this 
little worke which is the onely orpban 
expoſed to publike view of a late reve « 
rend end godly Miniſter who now re- 
Peth from bis lubrurs. The worke is of 
ſo very ſmall a bulke that thou mayeſt 
reads it over in a few homres , but of ſo 
great difficulty in refpeÞ of praiſe,that 
ebou canſt make 10 great proficiency 
therein in many deyes,weekes, or yeares, 
wnleſſe thou gird up the loines of thy 
minde an4 ſet about it with all earneſt 


neſſe. Such was the mod. ſly of the au- 


thor that he could aever be prevailed up- - 


on by any importunity to ſuffer any thing 
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of bis during hit life time to cone neere 
the preſſe,nor yet to conſent to it after Mis 
death. But that ſome of bis friends deſt- 
rows toerett a memoriall of him and to 
make bim ſerviceable to the publicke «s 
well ſince bis death as in the time of bis 
life bave uſed bim not unlthe to Sauls 
ſage of the Prepbet Samuel (though 
with a better Conſcience and intent,cal» 
ling bim forth as it were from the grave 
into the Land of the living ( where be 
was content #0 bave laine in perpetwall 
filence and obſcurity,till the day of the 
revelation of all things. The ſeaſonsble» 
neſſe of the ſubje& was one of the maine 
inducements moving thoſe to get it pubs 
liſhed wboſe deſire it was to bring it 
forth into the light. And it muſt needes 


he granted that this argument was ne- 


_ ver more ſeaſonable then now it ir harder 


refſe of beart and baughtineſſe of ſpirit 
being an epidemicall diſeaſe of the pre* 


ſent age,as be that runs may reade. An 


yes never leſi complaining ef bard bearts 


thn 
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then now a diyes : but I wonder nat at 


ebat it being tbe nature of this diſtemper 


to ſteale upon men ſo inſen ſibly that they + 


do not onely not perceive it of themſelves, 
But are alſo tet loſe to an inapprehen« 
ſion of ſuch diſcoveries as ſpirituall 
phy iti ans doe make #nto them of their 
being wnder the power thereof though 
they ſpew them ever ſo many ſymptones 
to evince the truth of what tbey charge 
them with. That I Lay no falſe imput1- 
ton upon the mex and women of the 
preſent agein ſaying that their hearts 
are generally bard abi? meaſure, is es 
fie to make appeare from ſeverall clewe 
demonſtrations; I ſhall give you but one 
which is this, we finde by ſad experi- 
ence that the worke of conver ſton is very 
much at a ftand , few there be that are 


taken in tbe net of the Goſpel! in compa: 
riſor of what had wont to be, yea we - 


heare not of many who come ſo farre as 


to be pricked at the heart and put that 
veceſſary queſtion, what ſhall we doe t» 


be 
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be ſaved? whence fbould thir proceed: 
but from the general! hardneſſe of mens 


' bearty more then formerly. The word of 


God is as quick and powerfull, «; ſharp 
and piercing now as ever war, con 

der it in its ſelfe, for theſe are inſeparar 
ble properties of the word of God, as we 
reade Heb.q.12. but the bearts of men 
are not ſo pliable as beretofore , they are 
become law proofe and goſpell-proofe 
more then ever,in ſuch a ſenſe a1 we call 
that khinde of armoxr which no bullet 
0an enter, armour of proofe. But I have 
no pleaſure in upbraiding men with the 
hardneff of their bearts,we bad much re 
ther be imployed in provoking them to 
labour after the ſoftning and mollifying 
of them that they may ſend forth a fra: 
grant ſmell into the noſtrils of the greas 


 God( as Wy being bruiſed are mot 


fragrant. )If thou wilt p'y this worke of 
labouring tn breake tby he wt Evangeli- 
cally, beſides all 1boſe excellent helper, 
whereof I told thee before,which dee moſt 

willingly 
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To the Reader. 


willingly offer themſelves to thy afſi- 
ſtance: there are others thon mayeſt have 
for preſſing and compelling ſuch as thou * 
little dreameſt of, n#mely the Divell the 
world and the fleſb , all and every of 
which by the porver of God and grace 
may be made uſe of toward; the breaking 
of thy bard beart. If thou take this paſ- 
ſage for a riddle, the meaving of it is 
this ; the people of God refleGing upon, 
and laying to heart thoſe mations of fin 
which ere continsally ſtirring in them, 
as alſo thiſe ſeverall temptations betb 
from the divell and world, wherennto 
they are daily and hourely ohnoxious are 
bereby greatly bumbled and abaſed in 
their own ey:; as Paul was by reaſon of 
the body of death which he carryed about 
with bim, and the Meſſenger of Sathan 
which was ſent to buffet biz» Surely 
this was the engliſh of that good mans 
paradox, who ſaid be bad ſometimes re» 
eezved burt by his gracer,and good by bis 
fins , the good which his ſins did bins 
ſurely 
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ſeerely was no otber then this , ibat they 
did ſerve to bumble bim and make bim 
poore in ſpirit. Though it be 8 wery ſpi- 
rituall and excel/cnt imployment to ad: 
mire tbe riches of Godt love revealed in 
th: Goſpel, and to rejoyce therein : yet 
this is not a ( briſtians onely works 
whileſt be ſojourneth in this vale of 
tea-er,as ſome would repreſest it who 


#ffe@ this kind of ſublimity in the ſtate 


- of grace which is proper for and conſiſt * 


ent onely with the cond.tion of glorified 
Saints in Heaven, If we could imagine 
ſinne to be in Heayen there would be 
oteaſion for ſorrows and brokenneſſe of 
teart even there alſo; becauſe there are 
certain ations in the ſtate of grace, 
ſinfull ations committed by us , which 
ſball never be in the ſt te of glory. 
Thence it 35, that there are paſſions and 
affeFions alſo proper for this ſiace, 
which ſball be done away in that; 
a ſorrow brokexneſs of heart, &c. 
Surely Cbrift was no whit angry with 
Peter, 
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Peter, ( but ratber well pleaſod at it) 
for wephing bitterly, aficr that be bad 


denyed bis Lord and Maſter. When - 


Peter did flow with teares , then did 
Chriſt caſt an eye of compaſſion towards 
bim. The exſuing diſcourſe wil furniſh 
thee with many motives wnt0 brokenneſ! 
of beart, I ſball therefore ſpare tbe 
labour of mentioning any , ſave onely 
this one conſideration tending there - 


#10, namely, that the beart of man is- 


almoſt the onely thing amongit al 
created things that remains unbroken. 
T ſay,there are few pieces of the creation 
round about 5 , but have been or are 
exceedingly broken, were not the apoſts« 
1izing Angels greatly broken when they 
were caſt down from Heaven like light- 
ning, and thruſt into the nethermoſt 
bell ? Is not the image of God in man 
exceedingly broken and def uced in com- 
pariſon of what it was in the ſtate of 


annocency # are not the ſeverall facu'" |} 


ties of the fouls of men,their underſt 21 
ding; 


| 
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TotheReader. 
dings, wils, affrGions, conſciences, 
_ memory, wretched!y broken by that fail, 
fo that they are nothing like to what 
tbey would bave been, if man bai ftoed 
in by primitive glory and excellencys 
IW: have now broken apprehenſtons of 
tbings,leaking memories, like to brokex 
veſſels, broken inclinations to good in 
exr wils,like bowles that are not halfe 
birfled. If we hooke upon the law of God, 
" bath not that beene miſerably broken' by 
1;and yet 1s from day to day ? Onr 
duties and performances are they not for 
the moſt part,yea altogether broken and 
imperfef thing, like children borne b2+ 
fore their full time, weakly heartleſſe 
things ? Onr wery graces are they not 
broken and imperfe& babits full of 
mixture and adulteration , our F aith 
. mixed and at it were ſophiſticated with 
unbeliefe, ow bumility with pride our 
felf- denial with ſelf-ſeeking. IF we 
locke wpen thoſe creatures which are 
below us, 1 nt their primitive excel+ 
lency 
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leney greatly abated and impaired by 
the fall of man, as the Apoſtle inti- 
mates when be ſaith, That the whole * 
creation is made ſubje&rco vanity, 
by reaſon of him who hath ſubjeQed 
it : tbat is to ſay, fenfull man. As 
for the Civill State, in bow broken and 
unſettled 8 condition that u for the pre» 
ſent, I neede not tell thee : for that us the 
breach whereof the generallity of men 
are but too too ſenſible. And as for the - 
{ burch of God it ſelfe , is notthat in 8 
broken ſhattered condition, now if ever 
are not profeſſors of Religion all to pieces 
almoſt in every place ? I had slm\ſt 
compares th: condition of the Church at 
preſent to 2 ſhip that us wracks, bere 
ſwoims one plavke, there another, It ms 1y 
be ſcarce two whole planks to be foun1 
together. The Lord helpe us , what ſad 
and numerous or ratber invumerable 
breaches are in the midſt of #4 at thus 
day. And yet alas,,vur bard bearti d\ ſtil 
remaine unbroken, Adete all that 


hath 
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bath been ſpoken, that thou who readeft 
this booke baſt,it may be,many breaches 


' in thy bolinefſe , many in by peace, 


ſeveral breaches in thy name, eftate, 
friends, and comforts of every kind ; 
and yet perbaps after al this @ beart in 
a greate meaſure bard and unbroken, Is 
5s great pity that ſbeeld n10t be broken of 
&Þ the reft, were that broken a1 it ſhould 
be, it would conduce to the making of all 


rthe reft whole againe. It is indeed s 


difficult works to breake a hard  beart ; 
bat thorowgh Chriſt enabling thee thes 
wayeſt dee that and all tbings. elſe : be 
ſtrong therefore in the Lord and in the 
power of bis might , and ſo goe forth t0 
excounter this mighty Gyamt , thy bard 
beart, I meene. Wreſftle with God in 
prayer for a ſoft beart, 'and "fe not to 
let bim got vill be bave Bleſſed thee 


therewith, ar Jacob did in anober caſe. 


Begge of bim wbo triumphed owner prin 
eipallities and powerr,and made an 4+ 
pen fbew of thens upon bis Croſle, which 
Was 


TotheReader, 
wasthe time of bis greateſt humiliation 
#bet being now exg/tedtotberight band 
of bis F ather he would enable thee 10 
grizunph over thy bard beart , which is 
bis enemy 20 befſe then thine, and to 
awake thee meretben conquerour on that 
bebalfe. He that bath promiſed to break 
the Serpents bead can with greateſt eaſe 
breek thy beart. - Andi who can tell but 
that be may pleaſe to doe it , at leaſt in 
pert, with - little bemmer of this en 
ſhing difewaſe ,\if thas be willing 16 
age wider the froke of it. Tf tb lth 
Treatiſe, with the hleffing of God upon 
is, ſhall proſper in thy band; (or beart 
rather) as 1 deſere with all my ſowle it 
may) give Gag yhe glory ; and ſevigy the 
eutberbiniſelfe ir where thy pragersgan« 
narreach him, where ond where onlpthe 
people of God are indeed  abave all ſuch 
duties and ordinances (Imean beaven) 


ſiztute. me in bis rome 5 the 05+ 


Jeb of thy hearty remembrances at the 
 thrape of groce:which if thou fbalt leaſe 
#0 


To the Reader. 
to doe, I ſball thinke my ſelfe well ay- 
payed for my peore endeavours in the 

» perfe@ing and publiſping of it for thy 
uſe and benefit, as alſo obliged to be fur- 
ther ſerviceable to thee,ar God ſbal bere= 
after euable me, F arewell. 


Thine in the ſervice 
of the Goſpel, 


: Samuegentr ROWLES, 


From my Study in Thiſleworth, + 
March 26s 1652, | 
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TFRKEATTISE 


OF 
Brokenneſle of Heart. 


Plal 51.17. 
The ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit; 
a broken and a contrite hk O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. 


He title of this Pſalm ſhew- 
KI eth us both the Author (or 
'rather Penman ) and occa» 

fion of it, being tiled a Pſalm of 
David, when Nathan the Prophet 
came unto him,after he had gone in« 
tro Batbſheba, which ſtory you may 
reade at large in, 2 Sam, 12.1. and {o 
onwards. The Pſalm it ſelfe doth 
excellently ſuite the occaſion, being 
fall of humble and forrowfull ac- 
knowledgement of the elle of 
his offence,as you may lee verſe 3:4. 
I achnowledge my tranſgreſſions and my 
B ſmne 


Brokenneſſe 


ſenne ever before me. Againſt thee, 
thee onely bave I ſizned and dene this 
evill in thy ſight , e#c. ſo likewiſe in 


other verſes of the chapter. And as 


he condemnes himſelfe, fo likewiſe 
doth heexpreffely own the righte- 
ouſnefſe of God in the judgement 
which was denounced againit him, 
as It is written ver/.4» That thou may- 
eft be juſtified when thou ſpeakelf, and 
be cleare when thox judgeſt. N ou have 
alſo in feverall verſes of this Pſalms 
earneſt ſupplications made unto 
God ( doubtlefle with firong fighs 
and groanes) by this holy penitent 
Prophet ; 28 in the firſt place, that 
God would take away the guilt of 
his finne, ſo verſe 1. According to thy 
render mercyes blot out my tranſpreſſi« 
025. 2. ThatGod would take away 
the filth of his ſinne,ſo verſ.2. Waſh 
me thoroughly from mine iniquities, 
aud cleanſe me from my ſinne. 3, That 
God would preſerye him from re- 
| lapling 


of Heart, 3 


lapling into the ſame linne or ſinnes 
ot like nature; for which purpoſe he 
prayes, v.10. that Gud would create 
in him a cleane heart ; probably in 
reference to his uneleanelin And in 
the 1 4 verſe that God would deliver 
him trom bloud-guiltineſſe, proba» 
bly with relacion to his having ſhed 
the innocent bloud of Vrieb. In the 
foarth place he begs of God to re- 
ſtore unto him the joy of his (alvati- 
on, to make him heare joy and glad- 
neſle, that the bones which he had 
broken might rejoyce. Furthermore 
he promiſeth unto God, that if he 
will doe for him according to the 
tenor of his requeſis,namely pardon 
his iinne,he will thorough his grace 
mabling him, teach tranſgreſſors his 
wayes, and be inftrumentall that ſin» 
ners may be converted to him, verſe 
x3- asalſo that his congue ſhall ling 
alond of his righteouſnefle and his 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe, 
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verſ.14, 15. If God did fo much re- 
gard ſacritice and burnt offrings, he 
faith he would not ſpare tor them, 
w*rſ. 16, Thou defireſt not ſacrifice, elſe 
rmeld I give its It thouſands of rams 
and whole rivers of oyle might have 
beene acceptable to God, he would 
have offered them with all his heart. 
But he knew there was ſomewhat 
elſe which God did more looke at 
then all theburnt offcings and ſacri- 
fices that he could preſent him with;" 
of which hemakes mention in the 
words of the text, verſ.17. The ſacrt. 
fices of God are @ broben ſpirit. It is 
put in plucall number, Toe ſacrifices 
of God, for emphalis ſake, thereby 
intimating that a broken heart is 
more worth to God then many out: 
ward ſacrifices; yea,then all o& them 
put together, not, but that other ſa. 
crifices were of ſome account with 
God in Davids time , eſpecially if 
they were joyned with this inward 
ſacrifice 


[ 


| 
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ſacrifice of a broken heart ; but tlijs 
 alwayes had the preheminence in 
Gods eſteeme, even in thoſe dayes 
when he did appoint ſo much out- 
ward worſhip to be uſed. Of the 
verſes which doe follow the text we 
ſhall need to ſay nothing; onely this 
we may obſerve from them by the 
way, namely , that Pavid was nor. 
unmindfull of the Church its pub- 
 licke good , when his heart was as 
full as it could hold of griefe and 
ſadneſſe by reaſon of the weight and 
burthen of his linnes, together with 
the abſence of the light of Gods 
countenance, which was ſo grievous 
to him, that he ſaith, it brokehis 
very bones, verſe 8. That the bones 
which th:u haſt —_ may rejayce, A 
high expreſſion indeede: you know 
that ſickneſſe and ſadnefſe - may 
wearea man to nothing but skin and 
bone ; may make a very Anatomy of 
him, and yet never a bone of him be 
B 3 broken 
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broken thereby.ycr when David was 
in this low bone- broken condition 
he forgets not the Church of God, 
but prayes heartily for it, verſ. 18. 
D, gord in thy good pleaſure nut) Sion 
and build 1bon tbe waBs of Feruſalem: 
of this by the way. Returne weto 
the words of the text. The ſacrifices 
of God are a broken ſpirit, ec. It were 
needleſſe to divide the words being 
one ſingle propoſitions The do-' 
Arine which is held forth in them 
weſhall commend unto you in theſe 
words. 

Do. A broken b-2»t, 8 ſou'e hum- 
ble for ſinne i @ ſacrifice well pleaſing 
to God; you have this trath averrid 
once and againe in this Plalm , yea 
in this one verſe. Firſt, In that a bro. 
ken heart is called Gods ſacrifice ; 
it is thereby intimated to be well 
pleaſing to him ; God will not own 
choſe things for his, he will not call 
them by his name which he hath no 

pleaſure 
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plealure in.Ts ibis ſuch a faſt a Thrve 
choſen, to bold downe bis bead as a bul- 
ruſp,end to ſpread ſackcloth and aſbes 
»nder bim? wilt thou call this a taſt, 
&c. Iſriab 58. 5. as if God ſhould 
have ſaid, wil you offer to call ſuch 
a faſi as this,my faſt? Gods faſt? It 
itsno faſt of mine, It is your own, 
you have not at all faſted unto mein 
this. That which makes for our 
" purpoſe is, that God will not have 
that called his, which is not pleaſing 
to him. So then foraſmuch as a bro» 
ken heart is called Gods facrifice, 
this very expreſfion , if there were 
no other, doth ſpeake itthat which 
pleaſeth him. But there is another 
expreſſion or two in the text which 
are obſervable for this purpoſe. The 
. one is, that a broken heart is called 
The ſacrifice of God; which you 
know is a note of eminency ; as 
when we ſay, Chriſt was the word 
of God, that is the word of words, 

B 4 the 
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the eſſentiall word : or Chriſt is the 
Sonne of God.,that is, the Sonne of 
God in a more ſpeciall way, namely 
by eternall generation. Secondly, 
In that a broken heart is ſaid ro be 
the ſacrifices of God and not onely 
one of the ſacrifices of Godjir ſpeaks 
as if this ſacrifice were inſtead of all 
others, did containe all other ſacri- 
fices in it eminenter (as Philoſophers 
ſpeake) as it God could be ſatisfied” 
with ſuch a ſacritice as this, thouzh 
he had no other buc this, &c. Bar 
the third and laſt expreſion in the 
text is moſt emphaticall, A broken 
and 2 contrite b:art O G1 thu will 
not deſpiſe. Here are two cxprelliuns 
uſed to {ignifie brokenn<(le, name! y 
broken and contrice, which may ig: 
nifie thus much to us ; that if che. 
heart of a man beever ſo much bro- 
ken and ſhattered with (enle of, and 
ſorrow for finne, be a man ever fo 
vile and worthleſle in his own eyes, 
though 
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though he account no more of him. 
ſelfe,then of a broken potſheard or 
- earthen vellcll chat is daſhed in pie- 
ces, yet God will not therefore def. 
piſe, nay indzcd he will reſpe&t him 
the more for it. Though men are 
wont to trample when the hedge is 
low, and *o {light thoſe that are in 
a broken condition, broken in their 
eſtate, and broken in their ſpicic by 
. Inuch ſadneffe,yert God will not doe 
{o. There is much inthis phraſe, viz. 
that God will not deſpiſe, &c. Ic is a 
plaiter which doth excellently fir 
the wound of a broken hearr. That 
which men in fuch a condicion are 
wont chietly:o fear is, tharGod,who 
is a great, a glorious,and holy God, 
will not vouchſafe to take notice of 
ſuch poore vile finful creatures as 
* they are or of any thing which can 
come from them. They think they 
are as vile, ya more in Godseyes 


then theyare in theirownoAs if God 
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ſhould have ſaid in ſo many words 
by the mcuth of his Propher,] know 
what poore broken-hearted (inners 
doe thinke, their ſecret thought is, 
that I will deſpiſe them,becauſe they 
are ſo deſpicable in their own eyes. 
No ſuch matter, ſaith God , by his 
Prophet here, appealing co God. A 
broken and contrite heart O God thou 
wik not deſpiſe; that is, thou wilt ac- 

» thou wilt have reſpe@ unto it, 
thou wile ſmell a favour of reſt from 
it, as from a well pleaſing facrifice, 
&c. So much of the truth of the do- 
Acine evidenced from Scripture. In 
the further purſuance thereof we 
ſhall this doe; namely, ſhew you in 
the firſt place what this broken heart 
is which is ſaid to be a ſacrifice well 
pleaſing to God; & wherein it doth 
conſiſt, Secondly , what it is that 
cauſeth ekmneth of heart. Third» 
ly , why it is that God will not def: 
piſe a broken and contriteheart, but 
accepts 
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accepts of it as a ſacrifice ſo well 
pleafing to him. Of theſe in theic 
- order. 1. Queſt, What is the broken» 
neſſe of heart here ſpoken of, or 
wherein doth it confift? AnfeHereto 
we ſhall giveanſwer, Firſt, more ge- 
nerally, Secondly, more particular. 
ly. Firſt, In the general! take this 
account of it. Brokenneſie of heart 
184 true griefe and ſorrow in the 
{:ghe of our ſinnes. Heart-breaking 
as well in Scripture phraſe as in our 
common language denotes deep for» 
row; ſoit istaken A&,21.13 What 
doe you weeping and breaking my beart, 
faid Paul, to thoſe who difiwaded 
him from going to 7erzfalem, which 
you knowis the ſame as if he had 
laid, why doe you thus grieve me, 
and fill me with ſorrow at my depar» 
ture by weeping over me. We may 
alſo gather, that by heart-breaking 
is meant forrow 3 Grafinuch as God 


is ſaid to dwell wich him who is of 


an, 


Og 
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an humble andcontrite ſpirit, to re- 
vivehim; which reviving preſuppo: 
ſeth drooping and ſadnetſe- TI he 
ſoule that is not cait downe with 
ſorrow needes no reviving. Euteve- 
ry kinde of forcow is nct the bro- 
kennefle of heart here ſpoken of,but 
onely that kinde of ſorrow which 
we fſpake of even now, namely, for- 
row for finne, There is a forrow cal- 
led world'y ſorrow, or heart breaking, 
which is ſaid to worke death , God 
hath no pleaſure in ſeeing his people 
breaketheir hearts after ſuch a fa(hi, 
on ; nay, he hath commanded that 
in reſpe& of outwards men ſhould 
be ſo far from breaking their hearts 
with ſorrow , that they {hould 
mourne as it they mourned net.But 


godly ſorrow which is faid to work 


repentance never more to be repen-' 


ted of,that is thebrokenneſl of heart 
here commended, as may appeare 
from I{a.57.15.,wherea broken hearc 
1s 
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is twice in one verſe joyned with an 
humble hearc, as being convertible 


- termes. 1 drweb with him that us of an 


humble #nd cantrite ſpirit,to revite the 
ſpirit of the bumble and contrize, Now 
you know that great trouble of ſpirir 
occalioned by outward croſſes is not 
true humility; for ſuch aftliftion of 
ſpicic may itand with great pride 
and great hardnefle of hea: t; yea,ic 


. may ariſe from pride.By how much 


more proud che heart is, by ſo much 
more will it rage and take on when 
it meetes with oppolition ; like 
waves that ſwell _ roare and daſh 
themſelves in picces againſt thoſe 
rocks which ſtand in their way. Jf 
you looke alſo into the 66: chapter 
of Iſaizh, verl. 2. there are two pal. 
ſages in that verſe which doe mani- 


' feſt that by brokennefſe of heart 


muſt needs be meant ſorrow for ſin, 
and notany other kind of ſorrow. A 
broken heart is there called a poore 


fpiric 
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ſpirit, and a ſpirit which cremblech 
at the word of God, To bim will I 
looke that us poore, and of a contrite ſþi» 
rit,es that trembletb at my word. Now 
a man may be much broken with 
affli&ions,and yet be farre from that 
poverty of ſpirit co which Chriit 
pronounceth the bleſſing, Bleſſed are 
th: poore in ſpirit. A mans heart may 
be as much lifted up within him 
when he is poore, naked in out» 
ward reſpeRs, as it he were rich and 
full and wanted nothing. It is onely 
a true ſight of finne which can work 
true poverty of ſpirit. So whereas 
a contrite heart is ſaid to tremble at 
the word of God, you know that is 
uſaally a fruit of mens being ſenſi- 
'ble of their {innes , and not of out- 
ward troubles, to make them tr:me- 


ble at the word of God, Thus have *' 


we proved to you, that by broken- 
neſſe of hearc is meanc a trueand 
godly forrow for finne. Come we 

now. 
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now to ſhew you mere particularly, 
wherein this brokenneſſe of hearc 
doth conliſt, which is as followeth, 
It doth conſiſt firſt in a thorow con- 
vition of the ugly nature of lin. 
I call that a thorow conviRtion of 
the uglinefle of finne, whereby men 
are not onely inclined to thinke of 
{ine as an ugly deformed thing,but 
are altogether perſwaded that it is 
{o, and doe no more queſtion it then 
they queſtion the uglinefſe of any 
thing which is abominable to the 
eye or againſt which they have, a na. 
tural antipathy. As thoſe that have 
a natural antipathy againſt any kind 
of creatures, &#c. Or rather we may 
deſcribe a thorow convi&ion thus, 
namely , it is ſuch a conviQtion of 
the Iloathſomeneſle of fin as is effe- 


Qual to perſwade with men to en- 


deavour the forfaking of ict. Ob- 
ſerve that we doedefine brokennefle 
of heart to conſiſt in a thorough 

conviction 
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conviRion not meerlyof the dange. 
rouſnelſe of lin or evil conſequences 
thereof , but in convition of the 
ugly nature of liane as ic is contrary 
to the holy nature and righteous 
law of God; ſeea text for this pyr- 

ole namely Ib. 42. JL. 6 I ban 
bond of th!e with the hearing of the 
earegbut now mine eye ſeeth thee 3 there- 


fore doe I abbor my ſelfe an1 repent in 


duſt and afþpes. That which made 11 . 


abhoc himſelfe was the light of God; 
and how did thatdoe it ? why thus; 
the more he beheld God , the more 
he did obſerve his own contrariety 
to God by reaſon of {inne; whence 
ſprung that ſelfe abhorrence of his, 
And this is the ticlt particular wheres 
in brokenneſle of heart conliſts. Se- 
condly, It confiits in true mourning 


for finne. They goe about to divide" 


betwixt things that are inſeparable, 
who ſay their hearts are affeGed wich 
atrue hatred of iinne, and yet are 
not 
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not broken with rea}l ſorrow for 
ſinne. Hatred of {iinne and forrow 


" for the commiſſion of ir doe alwayes 


goe rogether. In the 12 of Z:ba- 
riah ver ſ,n0. you have the repentance 
or broken heartednefle of the Jewes, 
which is there prophecyed of, thus 
deſcribed. They ſbell locke por me 
whom they bave pierced,and they ſpall 


mourne for bim as one mownith fur bis 


* only San,and ſhall be in bitterneſſe for 


hine as one that u in liiterneſſe for his 


firſt borne, Thicdly,in ſhame of heart 


and ſcul that we have linned.Shames 
fulneſle in reſpeR of (inne doth cons 
ſtantly attend broken heartednefle, 
yea our being aſhamed of |;nne doth 
much heſpe to breake our hearts for 
linne, See what is ſaid of broken- 
hearted Ephraim, ler. 31 19, Af-er 
I ras inftrufted T ſmote upon my thigh, 
I was aſhamed ; yea even confuunded 
becauſe I did beare the reproach uf my 
yorth, Broken- hearted hnners re f!:& 


upon 
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upon the dayes of their vanity before 
converſion, as a great reproach to 
them. They blufh to thinke what 
they were before God called them, 
I was a blaſphemery a perſecutor, an 
injurious perſon, doubtlefle with no 
ſmall ſhame he ſpeaks it ; If one that 
were afterwards a great perſonage 
advanced to ſome great preferment 
had formerly been afcullion or kit- 
chin boy, how aſhamed would he be 
to be told of it; yea if he did. but 
thinke of the meane offices which he 
had done ia histime,it would much 
abaſh him , eſpecially if he were a 
man of a proud ſpirit. So broken 
hearted ſinners when they call to 
minde what baſe dcudges they have 
beene to fin and Satan, & whar ſor- 
did worke they have been imployed. 
in by them formerly, it filleth them 
with ſhame and confuſion of face ; 
not becauſe their ſpirics are proud 
(for chis is not pride in them) but 
becauſe 
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becauſe they are raiſed up to a holy 
diſdaine and contempe of ſinne , as 
of that which is the greateſt badge 
of diſhonour that can cleave to 
them. Noble perſonages are not 
more aſhamed ot having their bloud 
ſtained by treaſon, then broken 
hearted {inners are of thoſe ſtaines 
of linne which have cleaved to them. 
Nor are they*onely aſhamed of the 
* dayes of their vanity, but alſo of the 
vanity of theic preſent dayes,&c. 
Fourthly, broken heartedneffe con- 
iifterh in ſeIfe-denyall and refoluti- 
on to forſake (linne for the time to 
come. A broken heart is alwayes a 
{cIfe-denying heart, and ic muit 
needes be fo, becauſe broken hearted 
perſons are very ſenſible of their own 
unworthinefſe, and conſequently 


' apt to thinke every good thing too 


good for them, as he that ſaid, he 
was lefſe then the leaft of all the 
mercyes of God. The reaſon why 

; men 


20 Brokenneſſe 


men are ſo hardly brought to deny 
themſelves, in any thing which 
may any wayes gratifie them, is this, 
namely, becauſe thorough the ſelfe- 
love that is in them,they doe thinke 
nothing too good for themſelyes. 
Now when humility and broken 
heartednefle hath once taken men of 
from this conceipt, and made them 
cothinke the quite contrary, name- 
Iy that every thing is too good for” 
them, they can ſafely deny them- 
ſelves in this or that which they 
would otherwiſe ſecke to enjoy. By 
how much more of ſelfe d:nyall 
ts in any man by ſo much more is 
there in him of broken heartedneſle; 
and by how much more of broken 
heartedneſſe, by ſo much more of 
ſelfe denyall. You know that fac, 
mous inſtance of the Prodigall re- 
turning to his father wich a broken 
heart,Father,ſaich he, F am unworthy | 
to be called thy ſonne, make me as one of | 
thy 
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thy bired ſervants. A broken heart 
will deny it felfe in many things ; as 
for example, not onely in the plea* 
fare which it might have in repea- 
ting ſins formerly committed , a- 
gainſt which it doth firmly reſolve, 
inthe ſtrength of Chriſt : but alſo in 
thoſe Iawfull aRions web may any 
wales give occaſion unto relapſing 
into former ſins , or beany appea, 
rance of ſetting their faces towards 
* them. Yea ſach a perſon wil be apt 
to deny himſelfe in the Jawfull uſe 
of that which he hath formerly a- 
buſed,through exceſſe,as wine,com- 
pany,recreation,&c, 5. It conliſts in 
(or rather is alwaies accompanied 


. with) ſelf accuſing and condemning 


before God Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth wil ſpeake. 
Perſons that are full of ſelfjudging 
wil fall to ſelf accuſing, and from 
thence to ſelf condemning. The di- 


vel ( who is called the accuſer of 


the 


- wg 
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the brethren ) might ſpare himſclfe 
thac labour, foraſmuch as broken 
hearted ſinners are as forward to 
accuſe cthemſelves,as he can be. How 
highly doth Pax! charge himſelfe, 
whom he cals the greateſt of ſinners. 
David doth much accuſe himſeltfe in 
this and ſeyecall other Pſalms, and 
condemn himfelf alſo. For then is a 
man ſaid to condemn himſlelf,when 
he acknowledgeth that God were 
moſt juit it he ſhould condemn him, * 
in reſpe& of any argument which 
can be drawn from himſelfe to the 
contrary z what may be alledged to 
the contrary in reference to his ſuce- 
ty Jeſus Chriſt, is another matter, 
&c.Men that Pharifze like doe ſtand 
upon their terms, and goe about to 
juſtife themſelves before God , I do 
not fpeak of pleading their {incer, 
rity(for that is lawful in ſomecaſles) 
but rather their innocency in a great 
degree, as if chey were no great ſim- 


ner, 
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ners , but like the cloud which the 
_—_ Malachy ſaw, at the firſt of 
the bigneſſe of a mans hand ; ſinners 
'of a ſmall fize , I fay, they who ſo 
jultifie themſelves may talke much 
of broken heartedneſle, but they ne* 
ver knew indeed and in truth what 
R meant. M+n that take up a new 
faſhioned kinde of praying (new in 
reference to thoſe prayers which are 
recorded in the word, as alſo which 
have beene uſed amongſt Gods peo. 
ple generally ) leaving out the con- 
feſſion of finne,and taking of ſhame 
to themſelves for it, ic is tobe feared 
have their hearts lictle broken in 
that duty. Sixthly, broken hearted- 
 nefleconliſts in ſelfe abhorrence, as 
was inſtanced before in Fob. A man 
that hath a noyſome diſeaſe upon 
him; asan overſpreading leprofie, 
Kc, is not onely offenſive to others, 
but alſo loathſome to himſelfe. He 
is an abomination to himſelfe , fo 

at 
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that he could even Ieape out of his 
ſkin, if he knew how. So it is with 
broken hearted ſinners : they are 
even an abhorrcing to themſelves, by 
realon of the leprofie of finne which 
cleaves to them. Hence Paul cryed 
out, O wretched man,who ſhould 
deliver him from his body of death 
which he carryed about with him ? 
Becauſe he could not tell how {inne 
and his body could otherwiſe be 
parted , then by parting ſoule and: 
body ; he did long to berid of his 
very body. As aman that is given to 
cleanlineſſe, if any vermine come 
neere him, begins to be ſicke of him- 
ſelfe, or at leaſtwiſe of his cloathes, 
and longs till he be ſhifted. So Pay! 
did long toput ofthis mortall body, 
becauſe the loathſome vermine of 
finne did breede in it doe whathe 
could ; and to put on immortality, 
in which condition, all flth would 


be done away, You know ſinne is 
called 


{ 
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mitted. As ic is amongſt friends in 
the world ; though they truly love 
_ each other, yet becauſe there are cers 
taine differenc. s betweene them for 
the preſent uncompremiſed, ſuch 
courteſtes as may be offered on either 
:hand,for the preſent will not be ac- 
"cepted. Ic is the complaint of the 
Church unto God, Lament. 3. 44- 
Thou haſt covered thy ſelfe with « cloud 
that our prayers ſbexld not paſſe the» 
_ It was a time in which op 
led his le into captivity for 
the hardnethe of their — and it 
ſhould ſeeme that was not all, but 
he did alſo for the preſent ſtoppe his 
eares againſt their prayers, looking 
upon them as yet -not ſufficiently 
humbled, and heart broken for their 
ſinnes. 4. Vſe. This ſhould put us 
upon examination whether we have 
broken hearts or not. And believeit, 
there hath beene much ſaid to- put us 
upon diligent inquiry'thereinco,for» 
D aſmuch 


VS. Heart. 
that he could even Jeape out of his 
ſkin, if he knew how. So it is with 
broken hearted ſinners : they are 
even an abhorcing to themlelves, by 
reaſon of the leprofie of finne which 
cleaves to them. Hence Paul cryed 
out, O wretched man,who ſhould 
deliver him from his body of death 
which he carryed about wich him ? 
Becauſe he could not tell how ſinne 
and his body could otherwiſe be 
parted , then by parting ſoule and: 
body ; he did long to be rid of his 
very body. As aman that is given to 
cleanlineſſe, if any vermine come 
neere him, begins to be ſicke of him 
ſelfe, or at leaſtwile of his cloathes, 
and longs till he be ſhifted. So Pay! 
did long coput off his mortall body, 
becauſe the loathſome vermine of 
finne did breede in it doe what he 
could ; and to put on immortality, 
in which condition, all filth kw + 


be done away, You know ſinne is 
called 
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mitted. As ic is amongſt friends in 
the world ; though they truly love 


_ each other, yet becauſe there are cere 


taine differenc. s betweene them for 
the preſent uncompremiſed, ſuch 
courtelies as may be offered on either 


'hand,for the preſent will not be ac- 
'cepted. Ic is the complaint of the 


Church unto God, Lament. 3. 44- 
Thou haſt covered thy ſelfe with « cloud 
that our prayers ſbould nct paſſe the 


"rough, It was a time in which God 


had led —_— into captivity for 
the hardnefle of their hearts, and it 
ſhould ſeeme that was not all, but 
he did alſo for the preſent ſtoppe his 
eares again(t their prayers, looking 
upon them as yet not ſufficiently 
humbled, and heart broken for their 
finnes. 4. Vſe. This ſhould put ns 
upon examination whether we have 
broken hearts or not. And believe it, 
there hath beene much ſaid to- put us 
upon diligent inquirythereinco,fors 

D aſmuch 


.offaceco you? that you laoke upon 


5O Rrokewneſ/ſe 
aſmuch as we have proved it to be a 
ſacrifice well plealing unto God z 
Who would not think it worth his 
while to enquire, whether himſelfe 
and his fervices _ as God ac- 
ts? Queſt, But how may we come 
ha our hearts betraly 
broken for finne ornot? Anſ; For 
thediſcovery hereof, you may.have 
\recourfe ,unto the deſeription of 
broken heartedneffe.Jaid downe in 
thebeginning of this diſcourſe : irf 
which wetold;you that brokenneſle 
of heart. didconfilt in theſe ſeverdll 
,particulars, namely., ina thorou 
conviction of.theugly nature of fin. 
Now put thequeſtionto your hearts; 
Are you ;convinced of the evill of 


:lnne, after!ſuch a manner as is there 


:deſcribed ? nextly, in being really 
aſhamed -of finne ? Naw doe you 
findethis:alſo, vis. that finne is 
nazter of great ſhame and confalion 


finne 


) 


| 
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ſinne as that which is your great re- 
proach ? Thirdly, what mourning 


_ and relenting of heart is there in 


you for the commiſſion of ſinne ? is 
it matter of .griefe and lamentation 
to you? Fourthly, hath the ſight 
and apprehenſion of your finnes 
brought you to the unfained deniall 
of your ſelves, looking upon your 
{clves as lefſe then' the leaſt of the 
mercies of God, by reaſon of them ? 


'Fifthly, are you come to that, palle, 


as even to loath, abhor, and be wea - 
ry of your ſelves by reaſon of finne ? 
Sixthly, doewe judge, accuſe, and 
condemne our ſelves before Gad finz 
cerely for finne ? adde hereto aſe- 
venth {ligne of broken heartedneſle, 
which hath not as yet beene mens» 
tioned,and that is,doe we really pics 
Ag HO —_— by __ 

and are n 
of finne? ub been in the 
ſame condition _ others who = 
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52 Brokenneſſe 
in any kinde of miſery are moſt in- 
clinable to pitty and commilerati» 
T8 on. Upon thisaccount it is ſaid of- 
EY | Chriſt, thet we bave not « bigh Prieſt 
| wbo kaoweth not bow to be touched with 
'S) our infirmitier; in as much « be was 
| made like unto 5 in all things, finne 
excepted. It is alſo thus written, Heb. 
2-13. For inthat bimſelfe bath ſuffes 
red being temmed; be #s able to ſuccour 
them that are tempted. Men that have 
- beeneexercifed with any kind of bo- 
dily infirmities, as gout, ſtone-col- 


| 
| lick, are beſt able to pitty thoſe who 
| 


have the like infirmicies; So they 

- who have themſclves known what 
| -belongs to a broken heart, will ex- 
| . preſſe ic by their ſympathy with o- 
| | ' thers who fall into the ſame condi- 
F * gion. Notbur that it is matter of re« 
I  Joycing to fee the hearts of oar 
| friends broken with godly ſorrow, | 


-if weconſider the fruic and effe& of / 
' it, but it we gonſider ic merrely as ic y 
ie 
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Is in its ſelfe, what is ſaid of affliAi» 
on, 1s true of brokenheartednefle : 


- No «ffiiQion is joyous for the preſent, but 


grievors ; but it work-th the peaceable 
fruits of rigbteouſneſſe for them rwbo are 
exerciſed therewith. So broken hears 
tedneſfſe is not joyous for the pre- 
ſent, and in that regard it calls for 
pitty and ſympathy , though it doe 
afterwards worke the peaceable 


' fruits of righteeufneſſe. We pitty 


our friends when their Phylicke 
doth make them heart ficke, though 
we know it will doe them good in 
the concluſion. Thus much ſhall 
ſaffice of the uſe which is by way of 
examination , &c. $5. Uſe, this 
ſhould exhort us to labour to get 
broken and ſofthearts. For motives 
whereunto conſider theſe following 


*particulars which are reducible to 


two generall heads: xr. The dan- 
ger, evill, and inconvenience of a 
hard unbroken heart. 2. The bene+ 

D 3 fit 
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fit of a ſofr, broken heart. under each 
of which we might ranke many pare 
ticulars &c. Theevillsenſuing upon 
ahard heart are as follow : 1, God 
will not accept, but rejeQ an hard 
heart, together with all that which 
proceedes from ir, 8c, See Fer. 4. 3+ 
Breake up your fallow ground! , ſow not 
among ſt thernes , circumciſe your ſelves 
#0 the Lord, and take away the forerkins 
of your hearts, leſt my fury breake forth 
like ——_" burne that none can queneb- 
it. How farreis:the great God from 
accepting thoſe, the fallow ground 
of whoſe heart is not broken up, 
ſeeing he doth here threaten , tha 
the fire of his wrath fhaſl break forth 
upon them, and' there ſhall be none 
to quench it. And thou by thy bard and 
zmpenitent beart , ſaith che Apoſtle, 
freaſureſt up to thy ſelfe wrath againſt 
tbe day of wratb.That is,all' any man 
ſhall ger at the hands of God by a 
hard heart, namely, a treaſure of 
| wrath, 
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wrath; you know that God doth 
chiefly eye wich what hearts men do 
bring their ſervices before him : So 
that if men pray wich ever ſo much 
appearance of zeale and fervency, if 
they faſteverſo often , if they give 
ever ſo much Almes to the poor, if 
they make ever ſo large profeſſions 
of religion , &c. and their hearts 
under all this doe ſtill remaine hard 
and unbroken, it- is as if theythad 
done nothing at all. All their bodi« 
ly exerciſe will profit them very lit 
tle &ce. 2. A hard heart will ſavoury 
all that which would come todoeus 
good. If wehave hard hearts,mercies 
will not winne us, judgments will 
not affright us. Looke how it is 
with men of harſh diſpoſitions and 
and inflexible natures, uſe faire 
" meanes to them, and you fſtirre them 
not, uſe fowlemeanes, and they are 
fill at the ſame paſſe of inſen(ible- 
neſſe ; you had as good threaten a 

D 4 wooden 
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wooden poſt,or ſpeak to ic friendly, 
and it would be to as much purpoſe 
as to threaten ſuch men or co in- - 
ereate them friendlily. Juſt thus ic 
is wich a hard hearts It is like ſtony 
rocky ground,no ſeede of grace will 
thrive there;how ſhould faith thrive 
in 4 heart that is inſen(ible of finne? 
will they goe to Chriſt for life, who 
apprehend not that they areloſt,and 
dead in themſelves. How ſhould 
repentance flouriſh there, where fin 
is not felt ? how ſhould they love 
God much,who doe not apprehend 
that they have many ſinnes, which 
had neede to be forgiven? A hard 
heart is ſo farre from being betcer for 
mereies, that it waxech worſe and 
worſe under them. It turneth the 
grace of God into wantonnelle, Be- 
cauſe judgement is not ſpeedily ex- 
erciſed upon the children of diſobe: 
dience, therefore is the heart of the 
children of men ſettodoeevill. And 
not 
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not onely ſo, but they doe take oc- 
calion by the judgments of God alſo 
to waxe worſe and worſe. As they 
are ſmitten they revolt more and 
more, like the ſmiths anvill, the 
more it is beaten upon, the harder ic 
growes. The more plagues Gad did 
ſend upon Pharoab, ſtill the more 
hard and inſen(ible he did grow. A 
hard heart is like the clay that is 
made more hard by contrary cauſes : 
both by the warme ſunſhine, as alſo 
by the cold froſt. If God put not 
more then ordinary efficacie into 
the meanes,a hard heart will rather 
be worle then better for them , &c- 
3. Wecannever hope upon good 
grounds to enter into Heaven with 
unbroken hearts. None ſhall dwell 
with God hereafter but thofe wich 
whom God dwels here. Now the 
rext ſaith, that God doth dwell with 
him that is of an hunible and con» 
trite lieart , thereby intimating chat 
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God dwels not with them that are 
of proud-unbroken hearts. Thou by 
tby bard and impenitent bears treaſu« 
reff up unto thy ſelfe wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, Rows. 2\ Thar's all a 
man gets by a hard heart. We reade 
of ſome,who when they ſhall come 
at the day of Judgment and knock 
ſaying, Lord, Lerd,open to us ; (hall re- 
ceive this anſwer, I know yee not, de- 
part yee workers of iniquity 3 for when I 
was Bungry yee fed me not, &c.And doe 
you thinks that hard hearted ſinners 
ſhall receive any other anſwer then 
this,Depert &c. For when I knocked 
at the doore of your hearts yee 
would not open to me, though my 
locks were wet with the dew of the night, 
therefore now will I ngt open to you. It 
you obſerve who they are whom 
Chriſt pronounceth bleſſed in his 
Sermon, AMztth.5. Bleſſid are the poor 
in firit, &c. You will tinde that the 
moſt of thoſe which are there men» 
tioned 
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tioned are men of a temper'as cons 
trary to hardnefle of heart, as white 
is to blacke. Our Saviour doth there 
pronounce them blefſed who are 
poore in ſpirit, who mourne , who 
are meek, who do hunger and thirſt: 
after righteouſneſſe ; now theſe are 
the propertics of broken hearted 
men,and there is nothing more con» 
trary to them then a hard heart 
Thus have we ſet before you the: 
great evils attending upon a hard 
heart, namely, it hinders our accep+ 
tance with God, ſuffers us-not to 
reape benefit by what would other- 
wiſe dous good; and which is worſt 
of all,ic ſhuts Heaven gate againſt ic; 
which three things are moſt true 
concerning itzit by a hard heart you 
underſtand a heart not in the lealt 
- truly broken for ſinne &c. Comewe 
© the ſecond ſort of motives which 
we promiſed to ſpeake-of , namely, 
ſach-as are taken fron» the —_— 
an 


_ 
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and uſefulneſie of a brokcn heart. 
The benefits of a ſoft heart are as 
follow. 1. A ſoft heart Is tit to 
receive any Grace, as ſoft wax is 
fit to receive any impreſſion. Metal 
being ſoftned by fire, is fit to be 
wrought in ſuch manner as the arti- 
ficer doth delire to have it. When 
God is about to ſtampe his image 
upon the ſoule of a man, the worke 
of grace I meane) his manner 1s to 
prepare the hearc thereunto by brea- 
king and ſoftning of it with the 
power of ſpiricua!l convition. As 
thoſe we read of in the AZ; who 
were pricked ar heart , which isthe 
firſt good we heare of them.lr is ſaid 
of the ſpirit, that he ſhall convince 
firſt. of 11nne, and then of righteouſ: 
neſſe. As ground is prepared to re- 
ceivethe ſeed by being tirit ploughed 
and broken up, ſo likewiſe is it with 
the hearts of men. Ic is ſaid That rhe 
bumble God mil teach , God makes 


men 
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men teachable by humbling them, 


and then he teacheth them. Thox bin:+ 


. deſt man ins cord: of affiition, and ſea+ 


leſt up inſiruGion t0bim ; why then ? 
namely becauſe men are uſually moſt 


humble and broken ina time of af* 


flition ; and therefore moſt teacha- 
ble at ſuch a cime, Now it is a great 
matter to have our hearts fic to re- 
ceive good , as Scriptute counts fit- 
nelſe,becauſe ſuch a heart is neare 
anto good; good doth as it were lye 
at the doore of ſuch a heart. Many 
mercies are long comming, becauſe 
the heart js long in fitting to receive 
them. And it is the manner of God 
in diſpenſing of mercies,firſt to look 
that the heart be made fic to receive 
them : as a wiſe Phyhitian will not 
give ſtrong phyſick till he have pres 


; pared the body of his patient for it; 


A ſmith willnot ſtrike his iron till 


he have firſt made it hot, andſoca» 


pable of impreſſion from his blows 
Though 
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Though God could pertedt: ſeyerall 
kinds of workeinan inſtant, yet-it 
is his manner to. doe things gradu- 
ally, as firſt to fit men for mercies, 
and then to beſtow mercies upon 
them, humble your ſilves under the 
mighty band of God that be may lift you 
rp in due time. If God give men good 
chings before ſuch time as they are 
fit for them, he gives them uſually 
in wrath and not in mercy, for their 
hure and-not for their good. It is 
thereforea great benefit to have our 
heares- fit to receive good. So much 
of the firſt motive. 2. God will take 
up his abode in thy heart, if it be- an 
hamble-heart-; yea Chriſt will come, 
andthe fpiripwill come and take u 
their abode in thy heart,if it be ſofs 
heart» Ta. 57. 15. Thus ſaith the 
bigh and bolyone, I dwel in tbe bigh 
and boly place, with him alſothatis of 
an bunible and contrite beart , to revive 
the hrart of the contrite ones, Now this 
Is 


' 
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is an expieſſion which ſpeakes much 
intimacy and nearnefle for God to 
_ fay thathe dwells wich them- that 
arc of an humble ſpirit. Ic is a ſteppe 
towards familiarity todwell in the 
ſame towne, afurther ſteppe to dwel 
the next doore to any neighbour ; 
but beyond either of theſe, co dwell 
in the ſame houſe with any friend; 
how happy would a fick man think 
himſelfe it he had an able Phylitian 
- dwelling conſtantly in the houſe 
with him, ſo as to be alwayes at 
hand when he hath any occaſion to 
make uſe of him. God dwels with 
broken hearted finners for that very 
end that he may revive them. If any 
friend in whoſe compaygy you take 
great delight, ſo muck indeed that 
you are not well without him, 
- ſhould ſay , well, rather then you 
ſhall be melancholly for want of my 
company, I will even come dwell 
with you for alcogetherz would you 
, not 
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not count it a great priviledgethow 
much greater priviledge is it to have 
God,and Chriſt, and the ſpirit dwel 
wich us ? Oh! who would loſe ſuch 
a priviledge rather chen be at the 
paines to breake a hard heart? 3. An 
humble,a ſoft heart is in the beſt ca- 
pacity to be freed from finne. Looke 
how it is with the ground. whileſt 
it is hard and faſt bound with froſt, 
there is no getting up the weedes if 
you would ever ſo faine 3 but when 
the raine deſcends upon it and fof- 
tens it, then you may pluck them up 
with eaf-. Sinne is bound up ia the 
hearts of men whoſe hearts ace hard, 
as weedes are bound in the ground 
in froſty weather, but when it wax- 
eth ſoft it nfly be plucked up by the 
rootes. God doth ſometimes ſuffer 
ſinne to continue in greater ſtrengch 
and vigour in the hearts of his peo# 
ple chen ic otherwiſe ſhould,on pur- 


poſe to humble them, as knowing 
| that 


” 
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that nothing can be matter of grea- 
ter humiliation to a gracious heart 
- then the power and ſtrength of fin 
within it. Some thinke that by the 
meſſenger of Sathan which was ſent 
to buffet Paxl, that he might not be 
puffed up with revelations,we areto 
underſtand ſome finne whereunto 
he was tempted, as a meanes to keep 
him humble; ſeeing then it is the 
manner of God ſometimes to break 
the heaxts of good men by ſuffering 
their (innes to remaine -in a great 
meaſure unſubdued ( as ſome good 
men that are ſubjeQ co violent paſ- 
fion,penlivenefle, and diſcontent of 
ſpiric ). broken heartedneſſe muſt 
needes make way for thg delivering 
men fromthe Tyranny of their ſins; 
for if you take away the cauſe of fins 
continuance in good men which is 
oftimes the want of due humiliation 
and brokenneſle of heart, the cffe& 
will follow. 4. A ſoft heart is fit to 
receive 


att. 


receiveall ſorts 0! good things. Fobr: 
tbe Bapieſt is laid to have prepared the 


way of Chrift, now you know the 


great DoQrine which Fobn inlifted 
upon was repentance or broken: 
heartednefle; as being very prepara: 
tory tothe great: worke of Chriſt, 
which wawto binde up the broken hear, 
tedzand to procliime liberty. to the ca 

rue 0 bring the g) ad tidings of ſulva« 
tiow into the world; Tidings of par- 
doning grace is moſt acceptable and 
welcometo a broken heares A bro- 
ken heart is fit for comfort , coun- 
ſell, mercy, grace; and indeed what 
not that is truely good. If you 
would know in what reſpe& abro- 
ken heart igmoſt fit for any kinde of 
good, take this briefe account of it. 
tA broken heart ſtands in the moſt 


need of mercy, as comfort, &c. A 


man is then moſt fit for meate and 


drinke when he is moſt hungry and 


thirſty; and fo ſtands in tlie greateſt 
neede 
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neede of ic.He that hath not ſo good 
an appetite is not ſo fit toeate. 2; A 
ſoft heart is in the leaſt dangerof get. 
ting hurt bymercies,of being ſpoiled 
with kindneſſcy as we ſometimes ſay 
of children , they are ſpoyled with 
kindnefſe. Ic is not fo aptto bepuf- 
fed up with mercies and: to turne 
them into wantonnefſe az others are. 
3+ It receiveth mercy- moſt thanke 
fully, andin that reſpet'is moſt fit 
for mercy. &es by tow: much 
lower they are broughe thorough 
want, by ſo much more thankefull 
will they be for any ſmall almesthar 
is given them ; whereas thoſe that 
are not ſenſible of much want begin 
to looke bigge if you offer them a 
{mall matter. 4. Broken hearted 


- Chriſtians make the beſt uſe and ime« 


provements of their mercies, and 
therefore are moſt fit for mercy. 
They who thinke themſelves moſt 
unworthy to receive are alwayes 
moſt? 
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moſt carefull what and how to ren: 
der, &c. 5. The fitth benefit of a 
ſoft heart is,a ſoft heart is moſt fit to 
doe any thing that is good, as to 
pray , heare, receive the Lords ſup- 
per, or performe any other duty ac- 
ceptably, Indeed no heart but a ſoft 
heart is fit for duties, or can per- 
forme them as they ought to be per- 
formed. Prayer that proceedes not 
from a broken and contrite hearc, 
though it be joyned with faſting, is 
as no prayer, no faſt in the ſight of 
God. If webe frequent in hearing 
the word; and have not our hearts 
broken and humbled thereby, we 
lofe the benefit of that duty. So 
likewiſe, if we come to the Lords 
Table, and then behold the body of 
Chriſt broke with unbroken hearts, 
we ſhall goe away as empty as we 
came,and do God as little ſervice!in 
coming as if we had ftaid away.And 
it muſt needs be (fo that a ſoftheart 
ſhould 
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ſhould be moſt fit for duty,becauſe an 
humble ſelfabaſing temper is the beſt 


. poſture for the ſoule to draw nigh 


to God 3 and not onely ſo,but this is 
further obſervable,namely, that hu« 
mility and brokenneffe of ſoule fills 
men with zeal and aQtivity for God; 
an humble heart thus thinkes with it 
ſelfe, 1 have hitherto beene very un* 
profitable, it is litcle ſervice,ſcarce 
worth ſpeaking of,that God hath 
had from me as yet; Oh how ſhall 
redeeme time for God ? how ſhall I 
make amends for my former baſe- 
nefſe and uſeleſnefſe? If God will bur 
honour my utmoſt endeayour to be 
any wayes inſtrumentall for his glo- 
ry, how happy ſhall 1 account my 
ſelfe,$$c. 6.The ſixth and laſt benes» 
fit of a ſoft heart is, that it doth fit 
for a Kingdome, for Heaven and 
happinefle. We read of being made 
meete to be partakers of the inheri- 
cance of the Saints in light ; now 
brokens 
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brokennefſe of a heart is a thin 

reatly conducing to the n——_ 
or®an inhericance in light there 
ſpoken of, And that it.is ſo,will ap» 
are, if we ſhallbut conlider what 
1sthe worke .and employment of 
Saints and Angels in Heaven. Is it 
natto admire and.adore God,and to 
ſing everlaiting Hallelujahs ? Now, 
whoſo fitto praiſe and to admire 
God,as broken hearted humble men. 
I can but thinke how poore humble 
chearted Chriſtians will Rand ama- 
zed and aſtoniſhed at the day of 
judgement , when God ſhall call 
them to his right hand, when Chriſt 
ſhall bid them fit downe together 
with him, and judge the world. Do 
you .thinke they will not be tull of 
ſuch thoughts as theſe ? Alas, what 
were we,or what are we, that God 
ſhould thus delight to honour us ; 
that we ſhould be made Kings and 


Queencs unto God,when ——_— 
0 
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of the great ones of the world are 
caſt downe to hell. Surely they will 
.cry out, Not wzto 1 O Lord, not wnt9 
us, but to thy name be all the Praiſe and 
Glory, For by grace we are ſaved :by 
free grace alone are weſaved; Halle- 
luyjah. Thus have we fet before you 
the ſeverall benefitr of a ſoft heart, 
ſo much ſhall ſuffice by way of mo- 
tives, to put us upon endeavouring 
after the getting of ſoft hearts. 
But peradventure ſome will be 
to aske» How may'we come by ſo 
-hearts; which we have heard to be 
facritices ſo acceptable to 'God'? By 
what meanes may we attaine there- 
unto? An/. That it may beattained 
in the uſe of meanes, ſuch Scriptures 
ſceme to ſignifie wherein God cals 
upon us, to rend our hearts, and to 
. plow up the fallow ground of our 
wrecks &c. Now the meanes to be 
uſed are as follow. 1. Afeanes. We 
muſtattend upon the word of 41 
or 


ik 
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/t For that is Gods hammer co breake 
the heart, and we muſt heare it wich 


reverence, faith, and diligence, elſe 


ic will harden our hearts and en: 

.creiſe our condemnation. It-had 
- wont to be no ftrange thing tu heare 
,of hard hearts broken by the power 
of Gods word): ſometimes ſcyecall 

inſome one towne or village, and 

chat within the ſpace of a few years. 

"Fhere is the ſame efficacy in the 
- word now as was then, were it not 
that the prejudice which is in the 

- minds of men againſt it, and great 
negle&t andcontempt of itdid inter- 

cept the benefit which they might 0+« 

therwiſe receive by it. That itis the 

worke of the word of God 

to foften mens hearts (1 meane as 

an inſtrument in the hand of the ſpi- 
ri) I may make appeare from this 

experiment : you ſee when che word 

ofGod doth not ſoften mens hearts, 

uſually nothingelſe doth,the worke 


remaines 
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remaines undone. Men ordinarily 
carry hard hearts with them to their 


_ graves, when they will not make uſe 


of the word of God wherewith to 
breake them. See Hel, 4 12, The 
word of God is quick and powerfull, and 
ſbayper then any two edged ſword, pier 
frng even to the dividing of ſoul e&>-ſpirit, 
anl of the joynts and marrow, ec. Dae 
vid prayes that God would fanQife 
him by his truth, his word is truth. 


' Now brokennelle of heart is a great 


part of ſanRihcation, &c. 2. Meaney 
we muſt take away that or thoſe ſins 
which doe harden our hearts: Sin 
38 the great cauſe of hardneſſe of 
heart. It is like ſome evill humour 
which is got to a head,and cauſeth a 
great ſwelling and hardnefſe. There 
is no mollifying the place until ſuch 
*ime as the evill humour which isin 
ic be either diſſolved or diſſipated. 
There are ſome kinde of fins which 
doe more eſpecially conduce to 

E hardning 
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bardning of mens hearts ; as for cx- 
ample, ſcandalous fins, fins again} 
knowledge, iins which have much of 
a mans underitanding and will in 
them ; deliberate fins, ſins commit» 
ted upon very lender temptations ; 
delightfull lins, cuſtomary fins,fins 
which begin to juſtifie themſelves, 
and eo put men upon pleading their 
cauſe, or at lea(twiſe extenuating 
and making light of them. Ir is im» 
poſlible for a men to keepe a tender 
conſcience,it he will entertaine any 
- one jinne as his conſtant welcome 
gueſt. I might ſhew you ſeverall 
wayes whereby finne doth harden 
mens hearts. One isthis : any linne 
thata man doth allow himſelf doth 
as it were ſhade his ſoule, that is, 
keepe off the warme beames of the 
light of Gods countenance which 
would otherwiſe ſhine upon it; you 
ſee how it is with the high wayes, 


luch as lye open to the ſun-beames 
gre 
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are ſoone melted, though there have 
beene ever ſo great a froſt ; but choſe 


_ places thar are in the ſhade when the 


Sun is kept off by hedges or the like, 
continue to be hard when all thereſt 
are thawed. Sinne intercepts the 
light of Gods countenance , keepes 
back the warme rayes of the Sun 
from ſhining upon the ſouls of men, 
which is the moſt effefuall meanes 
to thaw and melt them of any other. 


- Sinne breedes ſtrangeneſſe betwixt 


God and men, cauſeth fallings out 
vetween them ; now as it is with 
friends,when there is any falling out 
or {trangeneſſe berweene them, they 
begin to be hardned againſt one a- 
nother, and they can ſpeake and doe 
that again(t each other without any 
trouble,which they could not do at 
another time, upon any termes, &c. 
3. Meane, It were good to call to 
minde every night what have beene 
our failings that day & be humbled 
E 2 before 


76 B rokenne/je 


before God for that or thote {ins 
whatſoever they have been. Welay, 
Gutta cavit lapidem, Continuall 
dropping upon makes the hardelt 
ſtone become hollow, ſo the moſt 
ſtony heart would probably become 
ſoft by the continuall dropping of 
daily humiliation, and ſelfeexami- 
nation. If the Sun begin to ſhine out 
by that timeit hath frozen but a day 
or ſo, it will preſently thaw its So it 
is good forusto thaw the iceof our 
hearts before it haye beene ſo long 
frozen that it will beare ; you know 
when ice 1s come to that paſſe, men 
doe walke or ride upon it without 
feare, He that fhall but ſeldome call 
himſelfe to an account for his miſ- 
carriages, will goe nigh to grow ſo 
bold in the interim that he will be 
paſt feare of what conſcience can ſay 
to him: yea he will alſo goe nigh to 
have forgotten many fins which 
might be matter of deepe humiliati- 
ON 
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on to him, if they were freth in his 
memory, Belides, that i1nne doth 
oftimes looke moſt ghalitly upon 
men, and moſtlike it ſelte ſoon at: 
ter the commiſſion of it, whileſt all 
circumſtances are yet before them : 
whereas the ſenſe and apprehenſion 
of it is aptto weare out by degrees, 
and like meat, that hath laine long 
in the ſtomack,it begins to be dige- 
ſed by little and little, cill at length 
they complaine no more of it. It Dar 
vid did every day call to minde a tin 
committed long before, as that paſ* 
ſageſeemes to imply, my ſenne is ever 
before me,&c.How much more ſhould 
we each tlay call co minde the fins of 
the preſent day ? 4. Meane. We muſt 
labour to ſee our miſery by reaſon 
of ſinne. There is a world of miſery 
which attends finne ; the conſidera» 
tion whereof might ſerve greatly to 
humble us. For you know milery is 
a very humbling conſideration, 'tis 


E 3 hardly 


—— 


78 Brokenaeſſc 


hardly pollible for a man to thinke 
himſelte very miſerable,and yet be 
very proud at the ſame cime. I need 
not put = upon conlidering what 
miſchiete finne doth expoſe you to : 
it may fſuftice unto the breaking of 
our hearts, to think whac miſery fin 
hath aQuually brought upon us. It 
made Pawl cry ont, O wretched man 
that be ws; &c. Gods people count 
themſelves more miſerable upon the 
account of thar body of finne which 
they carry about with them , then 
upon account of all the calamities in 
the world beſides, Crofles could ne» 
ver make them miſerable were it not 
for (inne; I meane, nothing like {o 
miſerable as now they doe. It is their 
frowardneſle and impatience which 
doubles and trebles every aftliction. 
5. Adeane. Wemuſt conſider of the 
great mercy of God towards us, in 
giving us hope that we fhall be freed 
from hell, and received up into hea- 
Yen. 
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ven. Some may thinke ic ſtrange 
that the mercies of God ſhould be 
" reckoned amongſt the meanes of 
breaking mens hearts. And yet there 
is nothing more true, ſee Rom. 2. 4. 
Deſpiſeft 1hou the riches of bis goodneſſe 
and forbearance , not knowing that the 
goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to repen- 
tance? Paul was able to ſay Rom, 7. 
25.T thanke Godthorowgh Jeſs ( briſt, 
. namely, for delivering of bim from the 
condemning power of his finne; and yet 
he cryeth out in the verſe immediat. 
ly foregoing , O wretched man that I 
am, the. ſee Titus 2. 11, 12:The grace 
of God which bringeth ſalvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching ts , that 

enying ungodlineſi we ſhould live ſober. 
ly,right:oufly,end gedly,ec, Obſerve 
thatheſaich,the grace of God which 
brings ſalvation appearing to him 
did teach him to deny ungovdlineſle, 
and to live godly &c. If an ingenu» 
ous ſpirit woul = itſelf to mourne 


4 over 
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over any offence committed by ir, 
it could ule no more effetuall mo- 
tive then the conſideration of the (e- - 
verall tavonrs and kindnellcs recei- 
yed from them againſt whom the 
offence was committed. Now what 
oreater favour is polfible for a man 
ro call to minde then this, that by 
the free grace of God in Chriſt he 
hath beene delivered from the wrath 
to come,and brought into the glori» 
ous liberty of the ſonnes of God. 
6. Meane. We muſt beg a fofc heart 
at the hands of God, for if we alke 
ic ſincerely we (lall have it,God has 
ving promiſed that whatſoever we 
ſhall aCke in the name ot Chrilt ac- 
cording to his will, he will heare us. 
Therefore let us prefſe him with his 
promiſe,as we have cauſe. You can. 
not pleaſe God better then by going 
to him for certaine mercies concer- 
ning which he delighteth co be 
ſought unto by the ſons of mn: you 
know 
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know how well God approved of it 
when Solomon did aſke for wiſdome 
. Inſtead of aſking gold and filver &c. 
Surely a petition put up for a ſoft 
heart will be every whic as accepta- 
ble or rather more, &c, There are 
certain requelts which if men would 
be earneſt with God in, and lay the 
ſtreſſe of their deſires upon, would 
be greatly beneficiall and advantagi- 
ous to them farre beyond thoſe pe- 


" titions which the moſt of men are 


wont chiefely to inſiſt upon, and 
urge with the greatelt ſtrength and 
heate of afteQion. A ſoft heart is one 
of thoſe,of which may be truly ſaid 
what is ſpoken concerning Faith, 
namely that it is more precious and 
(let me adde more rare) then gold. 
Well might the Scripture ſay, Rom. 


; 8.26, We know not what to pray for as 
we ought, cc. It being the manner of 


moſt men to pray molt for what they 
have leaſt need of, or will doe th:m 
EF. 5 leaſt 
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leaſt good: and leaſt for them of 
which they ſtand in the moſt need, 


and from whence they might reape - 


the greateſt good. If men be ſick, 
how earneſtly doe they pray for 
health , but if troubled with hard 
hearts how coldly doe they pray to 
have them ſoftned? He that prayeth 
for a ſoft heart is under the encon- 
ragement of an excellent promiſe, 


namely, that God will take away _ 


the heart of ſtone, & give a heart of 
fleſh, which promiſe ſurely is as ap- 
plicable tothe people of God in all 
ages,as that which was made to 11» 
ſpxe,which the Apoſtlecals upon all 
believers to make aſe of, and depend 
upon, viz. I will never leave thee nor 
forſake thee. 

—_ are two conſiderations 
which may put us upon yprayin 
for ſoft bas , belides the Mrs 
of God , whereof we have ſpoken 
already : a8 firſt, we cannot _ - 
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God with hard hearts. Men of hard 
hearts do {inne the greateſt honour 


. and ſervice that is poſſible for men 


to doe it, and God the preateit dif: 
honour and disſervice. 1 ſhall make 
it out to you thus : He that com- 
mits {in,and is never troubled for it, 
or layeth ic to heart doth upon the 
matrer jultifie it; and ſay in ette&, 
that he hath no cauſe to be aſbamed; 
that finne is no ſuch ugly abomina- 


* blething as the Scripture repreſents 


it, and hereby he doth fin as much 
credit and ſervice as in him Jieth : 
and on the other hand, he diſhos 
noureth God as much, in that he 
makes light of breaking his righte- 
ous law,as if it were a (inal thing ſo 
to doe. You cannot {light any man 
more, then in making nothing of 
offending him, as if it were not a 
pin matter whether he were pleaſed 
or diſpleaſed. Now this were a very 


good argument for a mano plezd 
with 
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with God, in relation to the obtai- 
ning a ſoft heart; Lord, thou know- 
eſt | cannot but diſhonour thee, and 
honour ſinne thy great enemy in a 
high degree, ſo long as my heart 
continueth thus hard ; wherefore I 
beleech thee to ſofcen it. 2. Men of 
ſoft and tender hearts are moſt like 
to be continued in the enjoyment 
of thoſe good things which God 
hath beſtowed upon them. Mercies 


beſtowed upon hard hearted men ' 


doe many times prove like the ſced 
ſown in the {tony ground, Mark 4. 
5,6+ which had no deep rooting, 1o 
that it ſoon ſprung up & withered. 
Such mens mercies doe ofttimes 
ſoon wither. When men doe turne 
the grace of God into wantonneſle, 
and take occaſion from the light of 
Gods countenance to waxe more 
hard and proud (as the Clay that is 
hardned by the Sunbeams ) uſually 
God doth quickly withdraw the 
light 
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light of his countenance from them, 
and leave them in darknefle; bur 


When thoſe beames doe melt the 


heart , and make it more and more 
ſoft , God is pleaſed ofttimes to let 
them abide longer with us, being 
improved for that end whereunto 
they were ſent,&c. T his may eacou- 
rage us to pray for ſoft hearts, &c. 
6. Vſe. This may ſerve \or the com» 


_ fortof all thoſe who have broken 


and contrite hearts. Though men 
deſpiſe them, God will accept of 
them and love then. St. Tames re» 
proves thoſe,cbap.2.,2.who were full 
of their reſpets towards ſuch as 
came into their Aſfemblies with 
Gold rings and goodly apparell,but 
deſpiſed the poor, ſaying, ſtand here, 
or ſit under my footſtoole ; thereby in» 
timating , that in this carriage of 
theirs, they were alcogether unlike 
roGod, who is no reſpeRer of per» 
ſons upon any of thoſe — 
an 
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and yet he hatch more reſpe&t unto 
ſome then unto others, namely, 
unto thoſe who are of broken and 
contrite hearts. Great perſons look 
that it ſhould be accounted a high 
reſpe&, if they vouchlafe now and 
then to beſtow a vilit upon them 
that are poorez; How much greater 
is the reſpeA and condeſcenſion of 
the great God towards broken hear- 
ted finners, in that he vouchſaterh 
not onely to vitt them now and 
then, but to take up his adode with 
chem , to dwel with them. Though 
Ged doetfometimes retire himſelte, 
ſo that a broken hearced Chriſtian 
feares he is deparred (as a man may 
think one that lodgeth in his houſe 
is not within,when he keepes cloſe, 
not willing to be ſpoken with) yet 
he alwaies dwels with the broken 
heart, to revive the ſpirit of the 
humble and contrite, Let broken 


hearted Chriltians be of good cheer, 
they 
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they may ſafely call Godand Chriſt 


Emanxel, that is, God with them, 


- &c. Obj, But will God ſhew mercy 


to, and accept of me,who am a grie- 
vous finner ? I cannot believe its 
Anſ. Yes, God wil ſhew thee mercy, 
if thou beeſt an humble ſoule. 06;. 
Buc I have beena grievous (inner, a 
notorious liver, and thereforeI am 
juſtly humbled for my tins. Anſ- 
Thou muſt not look upon thy lelfe, 
as thou haſt bin,but as thou now art; 
if thou be humbled, the blood of 
Chrift waſheth thee from all thy 
finnes, how many and great ſoever 
they have been, I doe not ſay, that 
thou oughreſt not to refle& upon 
thy former converſation , upon 
any account whatſoever. For you 
know that the Apofile Pax! did call 
to mind what he had been, namely, 
a bl:{phemer, a perſecutor, an inju- 
rious perſon, &c. This hedid in 
reference tothe magnifying of Gods 
grace 
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grace,in making him ſuch as he was 
by grace; but I ſay,thatin a time of 
trouble and perplexity of ſpirit we 
ought to bak upon the preſent hu: 
miliation of our ſouls, and broken- 
neſle of our hearts, as aground of 
joy and comfort. 0bj. But 1am not 
worthy that God ſhould ſhew me 
ſo much mercy as to accept of me. 
Anſ. No,nor ever wilt be worthy in 
thy ſelfe of any mercy, but God 
looks upon thee in Chriſt, and in 
him doth account thee worthy. 
Therefore goe to God in the name 
of Chriſt, that is the way to finde 
acceptance:For God is very ready to 
heare his peoples prayers, &to grant. 
their requeſts ; and he hath promi- 
ſed to heare when they call, and he 
takes delight to heare his people 
pray. Therefore this may encourage 
us topray,forGod wil hear.O5j.But 
will God heare and grant the pray- 
ers of all? Anſ. Nos They mult be 
godly 
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godly which do prevaile with God. 
They muſt be fach as doe not allow 
- themſelves in any {in whatſoever. If 
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not beare my prayers,&vc. Plal.66. 
18. Again, They that would pre- 
vaile with God muſt pray in faith, 
and with earneſtneſſe. Again, They 
muſt be conſtant in prayer, and not 
give over praying. Again,they muſt 
_ put up their requeſts in the name of 
Chriſt, wich thankfulnefle for fach 
mercies as they have already recei« 
ved, 0bj.lhopel am Gods child, 
and I have prayed, but God heares 
not me. Anſ. God may have heard 
thee, though not at the ſame time 
that thou defireit ,, nor in the ſame 
thing. There may be good reaſon 
for that. Thou muſt not tie God to 
: thy time, nor to thy means. For 
God is wiſe,he doth delay the gran- 
ting of our requeſts for ſ:yerall 
holy ends and purpoſes; as forex. 
ample, 
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ample, To try our faith, to humble 
us, to maxe us ſee the want of a 
mercy, that we may the better prize * 
it when it comes, be more thankfull 
for it, and uſe it more to his glory. 
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SCCTTCCCCICCICSEC 
To the Reader. 
Good Reader, 


Z x He enſuing confefſuon of faith 
| 13 (which was delivered by me 


' ſome yeares ſince at my Ordie 
#ation in Kent )wss not then 
intended or calculated for publick view, 


- but meerely for that ſeaſon, 8cea ſton,and 


Anditorz, If after peruſ:ll thereofthou 
ſhalt thinke it worthy keeping by thee 
(mbich I dare not ſay thou haſt any cauſe 
#0 ar) doe not thank me for it,but rather 
thoſe friends of mine, who importuning 
me for more written copies then the little 
time I conld ſpare from miniſteriall em- 
ployments would afford them , did upon 


, the matter compel! me to expoſe both it 


and my ſelfe to common cenſure, by cons « 
mitting of it t0 the preſſe; which I wa 
the lefſe unwilling to doe, in regard I 
bad 


To the Reader. 


bad a more then ordinary opportunity 
for ſuch a purpoſe, in as much « the pre- 
ceeding TraG tou:bing brokennefle of 
beart was to prſiethwough my hands : 
which I thought nt ſo bigge, but that it 
might well admit of an Appendix, eſpt« 
cially ſuch an one as this ; which was too 
200 little to c11m2 forth by it ſelfe. I bave 
printed it with confi denee enely touching 
the undowhted verity and trath of all 
that 1s contained in it (elſe I bad beene 


much to blame to have made & ſtyled it - 


the confeſſion, or profeſſion of my F aith ) 
and I hipe I am ſo far confident of th at, 
« that I ſhruld not refuſe to ſesle much 
of it with my blaud (God afiſting me, 
without whom I am unable to doe any 
thing,much more unable to ſuffer for the 
truth) if ever I ſpowld be called tberenn- 
to. Touching the phraſe and method of 
it, judze as thou pleaſeſt : In crſe thou 

ſhalt approve one or boto, T ball thinke 

it thy candor, more then its deſert : aud 
if thou diſapprove either, or both, I ſþ41l 
nx 
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not ſay then doſt me any wrong , what- 
ſoever they may thinke of it whoſe love 

and groundlefit reſpeft; to me may cauſe 
' them to prize what 3s mine farre ebove 
the meaſure of its reall worth. IT have 
gone the way of a general! dedication 
wnto whoamſocver pleaſeth to reade this 
little ſummary of divine truths; partly, 
becauſe I tbougbt it too ſmall a worke 
rwherewith particularly to preſent my 
beſt friends ; aud partly, becauſe the per- 
- ſens and places mbereto T am obliged are 
more then I could gratifie at once ; and 
of three places whereto I am much in- 
debited, 1 knew not which to ſingle cut 
to begin with : (namely, Trinity Col: 
ledge in Cambridge, )wbere Thad the 
greateſt part of my Univerſity education, 
and encouragements , and ras ſeverall 
yeares together happy under the governs 
ment of 8 moſt pious and prudent Mas 
ſter, and in the Seciety of as deſerving 
Fellowes, I ſpeake it without the leſt tins 
| Qureof flattery or partiality,as I believe 
either 


To the Reader. 


either Univerſity bath any, from whom 
I did all along receive more love and re- 
ſpeA,tben I ſpill be ever able to deſerve 
ar requite. The next plsce, which I be- 
came @ debtor to was Weſt Farleigh in 
Kent, where I was much ingaged ts the 
worthy Knight of that ſhire, in whoſe 
family I there deelt, and to his religious 
conſort, for the great affetion tbey did 
beare to megvt to omit the reverend and 
godly miniſters of thoſe parts from whom 
T received my Ordination, togetber with * 
Ss my reſpets aud encouragements from 
firſt to liſt in that place, where God cal» 

led me to beftow the firſt fruits of my mis 

nifterial Iabaurs.Nor am I leſſe eng +g+4 
to the inhabitants of Thittleworth, 

for whoſe ſoules God hath jet me t1 

watch theſe tro or three laſt yeares, a: 

mongit whoml yet continuz,[T bleſs God, 

with leſs gaineſaying and more generall, 
acceptatton from them then m #ny, not t1 
ſay the moſt of my brethren,d1e in their 
ſeverall places” It us the Lords doing 


and 


} ys 
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and marvellous in my eye21, ln wing my 

felfe to be the unwortbyeſt of all the faith» 
full ſervants of my Lord and maſter 
Chriſt, I ſ-y,not knowing which of theſe 
three places (for I have not time #0 men= 
tion perſons ) 1 1m moſt obliged to and 
conſequently ſhould begin with , I have 
made my d. dicaticn incluſry2 of all my 
friends (=o are moſt like 11 be the rea. 
ders hereof) but not exc!uſtve to others, 
if they alſo pleaſe 20 verde it. Trcching 
the worke it ſelſe, T bave onelythis to 
ſay, namely , that 1 :all to minde very 
few, if any branches of truth growing 
pan the root of this confeſſron, which 1 
fbould not thinks it very dangerows for 
any m.4n to turne his back upen, or looke 
tower dr with cn eye of meere indifferens 

cy or ſeepticall nrutrallity. Thereaſon 

11, becauſe I take them to be fundamens 

- zl}, which wh oſozv'r demies or derog ates 

from, d1th i»: my opinion runne a great 


ba:2.ard, and Sampſon.like take bold 


pon the pillar of that houſe, iu the fall 
whey pf 


To the Reader. 


whereof himſelfe 11 like 10 periſh , and 
cauſe many more (as be did ) to periſh 


with him. Errors riſing up againſt . 


truths but preterfund.zmentals, doe mas 
ny times prove of ſad conſequence to the 
Church and ſtate in which they are held; 
but fundamenta/ls alwayes much more 
hurtful and prejudiciall to the ſoules of 
them that bold them. Wherefore,let thow 
and T1 receive each divine truth in the 
love thereof , left we be given up by God 


#0 ftrong deluſions , to believe lies (a 


Judgement ordixarily i» flifed wpon the 
wantons of this unſetled age) which 
that we may never be,is the hearty prayer 
of bim who 2s, 
Thine in the ſervice 
ot the Goſpel, 


SAMUEL ROWLES. 


From my Study in Thi{tleworth, 
Maich 26» 1651. 
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Believe there is 


— — 
pF # 
ho 


£ NY, infinite ſpirit, 
one in eflence, 
three in perſons, truly 
though, not fully, made 
known to us by his glorious 
attributes of wiſdome, holi« 
nefle, Juſtice, mercy &c. 
which are nut ſo many qua: 
lities in God, as in men they 


_are) but his very eſſence thus 


r-preſented to us, he being 
Hol1::effe, Juſtice and Mercy 
it ſelic . and that the diſtin - 
F 2 Qion 


$47 a God, and but Concer- 
| one, who Is an ning God. 


AConfeſſuon 
Aion of perſons, or Sublilt- 
ences ariſeth from three ſe- 
verall incommunicable pro- 
perties, wherewith chedivine 
efſence is clothed, the in- 
communicable property of 
the father being to beger,of 
the ſonto have bin begotten, 
of the Holy Ghoſt to have 
proceeded from the Father 
and the Son. Yet are all theſe 
three perſons coequal, coeſs 
neiat, coeternal, as the Sun 
and the light are contempo- 
rary,though light do ftreame 
from the Sun. I further doe 
believe,that the Heavens,the 
earth, and che great deepe, 
with all things contained in 
all, and every ot them (whe- 
ther living or without life, 
are the workemanſhip of his 
t aads by the onely word of 
his power in time created 
OUuc 
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| Faith. 
Ont of nothing. Asallo thar: 
(God did irom all eternity 
forexknow and pre-oidathne 
all choſe things which have 
or {hal come to palle in t!a1-, 
and both hath and will by 
his executive power give ber 
ing unto all ſach things in 
his own 'ulnefſe of cime,wct 


he had decreed and reſolved Provi- 
upon in himſelte from all e» dence. 


ternity. Onely the decree of 
God concerning lin, I ſted« 
faiily believe to be meerely 
a permiflive decree,which he 
doth not proſecnte and pur- 
fue by the exerting of any 
ſuch politive power or ca- 
ſualicy as in other caſes, (for 
. finne hath no efficient cauſe, 
but ſprings from mieere deti- 
ciency or defefiveneſle, 
which were flat blaſphemy 
to aſcribe to God who is all 

r 9 lat 
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A Confeſſror 
light,and in him no darke» 
nefie at all ) but meerely 
ſuffereth to be and for holy 
ends and purpoſes (ſome ot 
which we may partly gueſſe 
at) doth retuſe to let and 
hinder,though it be in the 
power of his hands ro doe it. 
God is no wayes bound to 
ſtay the hands of men, when 
they ſtretch them forch to 
their own ruin, nor can he 
be ſaid to tempt any man, 
when he is tempted and 
drawne away of his owne 
hearts luſts,the Lord meane 
time refuſing to prevent or 
returne that his captiviry. 
We deny not chat God duth 
concurre to thafe aRions 
which are linfull, but not to 
the ſinfulneſle of thoſe air 
ons. As he that {triketh a 
lame horſe: makes him goe, 
bur 


_ 


_ ——_— 


of Faith, 
bur doth not make him halt, 
for that proceeds meerely 
from his lameneſlſe. He that 
playeth upon anuntuned in- 
ſtrament with a skiltul hand 
isthe cauſe of the ſound, bur 
not of the jarring; for that ic 
jarres, proceeds meerly from 
the untunednefle of the in- 
iirument,and not from the 
unskiltulnetle of fuch a 
Mutician. There is ſomething 
in every evil ation which is 
good, namely, its naturall 
being as it is a phyſicall mo- 
tion,and ſo farre forth it js 
from God, but the moral] 
pravity and irregularity of 
itis from man alone. We alſo 
grant, that God doth ivume- 
times lay ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of finners,as it is 
Fzek. 3.29. but yet he only 
ſuffercth, and no wayes come 


F 4 pels 
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pels them to fall,or thraſits 
them downe. A man may 
walke if he be very careful] 
withour falling, chough ma- 
ny tumbling blocks ſhoul:1 
lye in his way. That God is 
onely the author of che oc 
calion, and hath no hand in 
the ſinne ic (clf, is intimated 
tous in that paſſage of the 
Lords prayer, in which we 
are taught thus to ſpeake, 
Leade us not into temptati- 
on,but deliver us from evil; 
& not. lead us not into evil, 
but deliver us from tempta- 
tion; implying, that though 
weare lead into remptation 
by God,yet. not into evil,noc 
into linne, though he offer 
the temptation yet he onely 
ſutffereth the linne. 1 ſpeake 
nothing tothe prejudice of 
God: providence in diſp>: 


SEALL, 
$84 $24 


of Faith, 


ſing of (inne as well as other 
occurrences z tur God may 
onely permit the commiſſion 
of ſinne,and yet diſpoſe of 
ſinne commirted in ſubſers 
viency to his own Glory. 
But to proceede from Gods 
permiſhve decree to his poſi» 
tive providence. | believe ic 
to have ſuch an univerſall 
influence upon all the affairs 
of the world, that the moſt 
inconliderable paſſages and 
occurrences are ordered and 
diſpoſed thereby, infomuch 
that not a haire can fall from 
our heads, or two ſparrows 
ligat upo-s the ground with» 
out it. Concerning thedea- 
ling of God with Angels 
and men,which are of all 0- 
ther moſt remarkable, ] thus 
believe : Firit , as touching 
Angels that tf ey were all ot 
Fs them 
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them created by God pure 
end ſportleſie ſpirics , an or- 
der ot being above men, of a 
more Noble and aQive con+ 
ititutton 3; in which eſtate 
many of them yet continue 
(and areprobably confirmed 
by Chiilt therein) being 
pure flames, miniltring to 
him that is the conſuming 
fire ; as allo pitching their 
Tents about the godly, .and 
attending upon their good 
and ſafety) but others of 
them thorough affeQation 
(as is conceived) to have 
been equall with God, fell 
downe from Heaven , like 
lightning : that is, were for- 
ced downe from thence, (as 
fre, which naturally tends 
upwards, is, when it Jight- 
neth, driven downwards by 
the violence of the breaking 
cluud 


— 
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of Faith. 

cloud, and that thoſe who 
kept not their ſtanding are 
reſerved in chaines of darke- 
neſſeto the judgement of the 
great day, God having made 
no proviſion for their reco» 
very,as hedid for railing up 
the tabernacle of Adam, 
which was fallen» Concer- 


ning man ( the next creature Man, 


to Angels in point of digni- 
ty and excellency) the ſpirit 
of God ſpeaking inthe word 
hath thus perſwaded me, 
(namely) that God at firſt 
did make him righteous, 
ſtamped his own image upon 
him , gave him freedome of 
will wich an indifferency to 
good or evill , put him in- 
to a capicity of ſtanding 
(though not into an impol- 
ſivility of falling.) made a 
Covenant of workes with 
him. 


A Confſeſſr0 


him,that in doing he (ſhould 
live; gave him a poſitive law 
(beiides that which was 
written in his heart) where. 
by to cry his obedience 3 
which law he wiltully tranſ* 
greſſed, and we in him;(thar 
one Adam being all of us re- 
preſentatively, and after a 
ſort really, foraſmuch as we 
were all in his loines )) and 
by that his tranſgreſſion 
brought a curſe upon him- 
ſelfe and his poſterity, yea 
his poſterity upcn them: 
ſelves and all uther creatures 
mferior tothem , which are 
ſaid to be made ſubjeR to va- 
nity by reaſon of him who 
ſubjeted them, that is man 
(viz.) obnoxiouſneſſe to © 
cernall death , the inflicting 
whereof upon thoſe for 
whom Chriſt interpoſeth 
not, 


nad. he 


—— = 


of Faith, 


not, is moſt juſt ; and had 
beene ſo in reſpe& of all, it 


Jeſus Chriſt had not inter- 
poſed, as will appeare it we 


conſider the hainouſnefle of 11. (411 
the (inne, which did contain 


in it a manifeſt breach of all 
the commandments(though 
it may ſeem at the firſt view 
to have been of no ſuch mag- 


- nitude and malignity)or the 


incapacity of one man to re- 
ceive that great weight of 
wrath which was due for it; 
or the relation wherein we 
food to Adam being ſome- 
ma of himſelfe, in _ 
ſufticiently proper , bein 

bone of his Gn fleſh of 


| his fleſh, that is ſeeminally 


and radically in him. I ſay, 
theſe things conlidered, we 
may ſalve the juſtice of God, 
without having recourſe 20 

is 
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his Soveraigne power. It is 
no part of Gods Soveraign- 
ty , nor yet conliſtent with 
his juſtice , to charge guile 
upon Innocent creatures 3 
neither would or could the 
righteous God, who can 
doe no unrighteous thing 
have laid Adzms lin at our 
doore, had it not been our 
{in as well as his. The woe- 
full fruits of that accurſed 


The ſad Fall we have daily experi- 
conſe- zof in <&rx 
quences of *2C* Ot, IN the untverta 


It. 


pravation of our natures. 
diſplaying ie ſelfe, and being 


t00 to0 legible in the miſe- 
rable darkneſle of our under: 
ſtandings ( for how ſmall a 
portion is it that we know 


of God , our felves, or the 
nature of thoſe creatures 


which are round about us, in 
compariſon of what we 


might 


of F ah. 
might have knowne) per- 
verineſle of our wils( which 
- take occaſion by the Law of 
God, tofin out of meaſure 
linfully)diſorder of our affe: 
Qions (which are fixed moſt 
when they ſhould belealt,or 
not at all ; and leaſt when 
they ſhould be moſt of all ; 
which alſo change their due 
centres, our love moving 
towards thoſe things which 
ſhouldbe the center of our 
hatred) erroneouſneſſe, ſtu» 
pidity, ſearednefle , defile- 
ment and intereſſednefſe of 
our conſciences, and conti- 
nual pronenefle of the whole 
man unto that which is e- 
vill; as it is written, the ima- 
ginations or figments of the 
minds of men are evil, and 
onely evill, and that conti- 
aually. But to proceed, I 
further 


Recovery. 


A Confeſſron: 
farther believe, chat God 
ſoone after the fall of man 
(probably ſo ſoone as that 
the Sun did hardly go down 
upon {his wrath ) diſcloſed 
that gracious deligne which 
he had reſolved upon from 
everlatting, of recovering 8 
ſaving ſome of che ſons and 
daughters of the firſt Adams, 
by Chriſt the ſecond Adam 
who was exhibited (though 
ſomewhat obſcurely)in that 
glorious promile, the ſeeds of 
the woman ſhall breake th: bead 
of the ſerpent ; which words 
containe the tenour of the 
Covenant of grace,or ſecond 
Covenant which God en- 
tred into with man ſuſpen- 
ding life and ſalvation upon 
the condition of believing, 
of which I ſhall peake more 
hereafter. This ſecond Co- 
venanc 


_ 


of Faith, 5 
venant was at firſt called no 

other then the promiſe ot 

the bleſſed ſeede, viz when edna 
made knowne unto Agamin (1. jg 
the words forementioned, nant of 
namely, that the ſeede of the grace, with 
woman ſhould &c. Afﬀter, *hereafon 
wards it was called a Cove- of them. 
nant,when revealed to Abra» 

bam, and ratified by many 


- ſolemnities. Afterwards it 


was ſtyled a Teſtament or 
Legacy , where in Moſer his 
time, it was ſealed with the 
bloud of Chcilt, who was ty- 
pically (Jaine in the ſeverall 
facrifices z and now the new 
Tettament, becaule ſealed 
with the loud of the Teſta - 
tor Jeſus Chriſt himfelfe ; 


* which is a new ſeale in com» 


ariſfon of the bloud of 
Chritit typically (hed, which 
was long before it.Other rea- 
ſons 


: 
# 


Covenant 
of grace, 
Its promi- 
ſes, 
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ſons there are of its being 
cajiled the new Tetllament. 
though ic be for ſybliance 
the ſame with the old Teita- 
ment,which is very Gufpell 
as well as the new ( for che 
Covenant of workes was 
never called a Teſtament, 
nor could beare that name) 
which we ſhall hint hereat- 
ter. Touching the Promitle, 
Condition, Mediator, and 
Seales of the new Covenant 
or Teſtament, I believe as 
followeth. Firſt , that the 
things promiſed to thoſe 
which are concerned in it, 
ace Chriſt with all his rich 
purchaſes.ſuch as are the gifc 


of the ſpirit, pardon of lin, 


healing of our natures,peace 
of conſcience and eternall 
happineſſe. New teſtament- 
promiſes are moſtly ſpiri- 
cuall 


- - oelC. 
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af Faith, 


rual:, but thoſe of the old 
reltament were more carnal, 
that is, more relating unto 
remporall and outward 
things. Secondly, That the 
condition of the new Cove- Its condi- 
nant,on which the foremens- 9s x 

tioned promiſes are ſuſpen- any 5" 
ded, is Faith, 1 do not ſay aflurance 
ally rance,for that Faith may proved 

be where aſſurance is not, is not cfſen- 
cleer to me from 1 Job. 5.13, "21 ro far 
Theſe things bave I written to 


you that believe on the name of 


the ſ.nne of God, that you may 
know that you bave eternall 
life ; and had their Faith 
beene Affurance,they would 
have knowne that they had 
had eternall life, (z. e. were 
heires of it without his wri- 
ting to them ) and that yee 
may believe on the name of the 


ſonne of Goa,(that is,that you 


may 


vi ng faith, 


Faitn. 
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may increaſe in faich. Now 
allurance being the higheft 
pitch ot faith, a ſpeaking 
the abſence of all doubting, 
doth admic of no increaſe: 
( Indeed vition is beyond Af+ 
furance, but there is no de- 
gree of faith higher and 
greaterthen afſurance)ifun- 
beleife may be mingled with 
true faich,as appeareth from 
this place it may,asalſo from 
Mark. 9.24. when the man 
cryes out, Lora I believe, belp 
my unbzliefe, there Aſſurance 
38 not of the effence of true 
taich,but a higher degree of 
it for Aſſurance excludes all 
unbeliete. I might adde, thay 
the fruits of ſaving faith, as 
purifying of the heart, pri” 
zing of Chriſt, &c do: ex. 
perimentally appear to be in 
the hearts of many who are 
farre 


= 
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of Faith. 
farre {hortof Aſſurance, But 
fucha Faith is required to 
bring us within the Cove- 
nant asis an Afﬀeance or re- 
fling innitency, or reſting 
of the ſoul upon Jeſus Chritt 
exhibited in the promiſe for 
life and falyation, exprefled 
in 1/aieb by ruſting in the 
Lord, and ſtaying upon the 
name of God, when we fit in 
darkenefle and fee no light. 
As for theeftc&s ot true 
faith, they are theſe : 1. It 
workes by love, and conſe- 
quently puts men upon obe- 
dience to rhe commands 3 
For thote that loveGod,wil 
keep his commandments, & 
are indeed corftrained there» 
to bythe love of God ſhed a» 
broad in their hearts. So you 
ſee, that faith dorh not ex- 
clude but include obedience 
ro 
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Mediator 
an? his 


Offices. 
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to the commands of God, 
wherein holineſſe conliſts. 
Though we are juſtified by 
faith without workes, yet 
not by a faith which hath no 
works. Saving faith recei- 
veth Chriſt according to all 
his offices, as well as he is a 
King and Lord, as Prieſt and 
Saviour. Touching the Me- 
diator of the New Cove- 
nant, which is Chriſt, I be- 
lieve concerning him, as 
ſuch : 1. The duplicity of 
his nature,that he is God as 
wel as man, man as well as 
God. 2. The triplicity of his 
offices,namely, that he is r. a 
King, having a Mediatorious 
Kingdom committed to him 
by God the Father,by vertae 
whereot he doth chiefly a& 
and appeare in the Kingdom 
of grace, and onghe princi- 


pally 


of Faith, 

pally and immediately to be 
addreſſed ro, which King: 
. dom it is ſaid he ſhall here- 
after deliver up to God the 
Father, . and then ſhall God 
be all in all. This Kingdom 
of his he doth adminitter by 
certain outward means, and 
viſible diſpenſations, as the 
Word and Sacraments ( as 
wel as by the inward opera- 


' © tion of his Spirit ) which 


whoſoever cait off, in fo 
doing doe in eff«Qfay, that 
they will not be ſubjeAts of 
Chriſt his Kingdom. 2.That 
he is a Prophet for the en- 
lightning and infiruRing of 
his Church , which yer he 
doth not ordinarily, imme- 
- diatcly, but mediately, by 
thoſe Ordinances which he 
hath appointed in his 
Church, having given vas 


rigty 
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riety of gifts for. the editica- 
tion thereof, 3. That he is 
a Prieft who hath offered up 
himſelfe a facritice for us, 
did raiſe himſelfe from th: 
grave within three daies by 
the power of his Godhead; 
ſhortly after aſcended up to 
Heaven , where he now ſets 
at the righc hand of Gad 
the Father , alwaies making 


interceſſion for us. As tou- © 


ching the ſcales of the new 
Covenant ( having ſpoken 
of the promiſe, condition, 
and mediator thereof. ) 1do 
his furcher believe, namely, 
that they were and are but 
ewo, properly called Seales 
er Sacramenis, viz The 
Pafſ-over and Circumciſion 
under 'the Old Teftaments 
admimiiration, Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper under the 

| new; 


Ly 


\ſ- 


of Faith, 
of God, ec. He had ſaid verl, 
$3.that Moſes did puta vaile 
upon his face,that the chil. 
dren of Iſ-ae/ could not ſee 
tothe end of thoſe things 
which are aboliſhed; that is, 
they could not ſee Chriſt 
who was theend of the Ceres 
moniall law , which is now 
aboliſhed by reaſon of that 
vaile which is not onely up- 
on the hearts of the Jewes at 
thisdsy, but was then upon 
the face of Moſes; that is of 
Aoſer his writings : which - 
vaile was no other then the - 
darkeneſſe and obſcurity of 
the manner ir which the 
myſteries of the Goſpell 
were then delivered. They 
are ſaid to have had but the 
ſhadow of good things to 
come (the ſhadow of a man 
is ſo darke a repreſentation 
G 2 of 
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riety of gifts for. the editica- 
tion thereof, 3. That he is 
a Prieſt who hath offered up 
himſelfe a ſacrifice for us, 
did raiſe himſelte from th: 
grave within three daies by 
the power of his Godhead ; 
ſhortly after aſcended up to 
Heaven , where he now ſets 
at the righc hand of Gad 
the Father , alwaies making 
interceſſion for us. As tou- 
ching the ſcales of the new 
Covenant ( having ſpoken 
of the promiſe, condition, 
and mediator thereof. ) 1 do 
ahis farther believe, namely, 
that they were and are but 
ewo, properly called Seales 
er Sacramencs, viz. The 
Paſſ-over and Circumciſion 
under the Old Teftaments 
admimitration, Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper under the 


nNcw; 
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of Faith. 
of God, ec. He had ſaid verl, 
$3.that Moſer did puta vaile 
upon his face,that the chil. 
dren of Ifrae! could not ſee 
tothe end of thoſe things 
which are aboliſhed; that is, 
they could not fee Chriſt 
who was theend of the Ceres 
moniall law , which is now 
aboliſhed by reaſon of that 
vaile which is not onely up- 
on the hearts of the Jewes at 
thisdasy, but was then upon 
the face of Moſes ; that is of 
Adoſer his wricings : which 
vaiie was no other then the - 
darkeneſſe and obſcurity of 
the manner in which the 
mykteries of the Goſpell 
were then delivered. They 
are ſaid to have had but the 
ſhadow of good things to 
come (the ſhadow of a man 
is ſo darke a repreſentation 
" (78 of 
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of him that he can never or 
very hardly be known by 
it) but weto ſee thoſe ſame - 
things as ina glaſſe (we may 
as well know a man by the 
repreſentation of him in a 

lafſe as if we ſhould fee him 
ace to face) and with open 
face too(which may fignifie 
more light ſhining into the 
underſtandings of men un. 
der the Goſpell then did in 
the time of the law ) and to 
behold the glory of God, 


- Whereas wy ſaw little of it 
3.Efficacy in compari 


on. 3. In point 
of efficacy , the new Teſta- 
ment adminiſtration of the 
Goſpell doth excell. But be- 
lievers in the old Teſtament 
were generally as tree? 
growing in the ſhade except 

ome few worthyes, ſuch as 
Abrahams and David. Where- 
af 


8. A. . ©, 3 A... 


of Faith, 


as believers under the new 
Teſtament diſpenſation are 
as trees growing in ſuch pla. 
ces where the influence of 
the warm beames of the Sun 
may come at them without 
hinderance or interpoſiti- 
on. Hence the time of the 
old Teſtament is called the 
time deforethe comming of 
Faith, Gal. 3+ 23+ Before 
F 8th came (i.e. inthat plen- 
ty that it comes in the time 
of the new Teſtament) we 
were ſbut up unto the Faith 
which ſbould afterwards be re+ 
vealed, All which expreſſions 
doe ſpeake the old Teſta* 
ment adminiſtration of the 
Covenant of grace to have 
beene lefſe effefuall then is 
the new; ſome thinke that 
place Zach. 12.8. He thats 
feeble ſhall be & Davidgand the 

G 3 bouſe 
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bouſe of David ſhall be s God, 
a the Angell of God before 
theme I lay ſome thinke that - 
it isa promiſe of that emi- | 
nency of grace which ſhall 
be in believers in the time of 
the new Teſtament above 
what was in the generallicy 
of old Tefament believers. 

4-Change 4 The adminiſtration of the 

of Seales a Covenant of-grace under the 

2s new Teitament differeth | 

ORerence. fm that of the old in ref: v1] 
pet of the alteration of 
ſeales, of which we have 
ſpoken already. Thus have [ 
declared my perſivations 
touching the Covenzne of 
grace,and the fevera)jl rhings 
belonging thereunto. After 
the publication of the fore- 
ſaid Covenant in that firſt 
promiſe, the ſeed of the wor 
man (tall brceke the head of 


the 


of Fatth. 


the Serp nt, God was plea- 
ſed by {everall piece-meales, 
and in feverall manners, to 
make knowne himſelte ro 
thoſe who lived in the in- 
fancy of the world,declaring 
himſelte to them ſomerimes 
by a voyce from Heaven, as 
the law was given from 
AMnent Sinai ; ſometimes by 
viions, other times by 
dreames, other times by pro- 
phecies ; ſometimes by inſpi- 
ration of things notprophe» 
ticall ; which things were 
afterwards written for our 
inſtru&tion, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come, 


that we thorough Faith and $cjptures. 


patience might inherit the 
promiſes 3 which wricings 
are commonly knowne by 
che name of the Bible or holy 
ſcriptures,concerning which 


G4 I 


Reaſons 
why the 
old Teſta- 


menr 

_ be 
ill reſpe- 

Qed: 
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I thus believe (namely) that 
they were inſpired by God, 
and left as a rule of faith and 
manners ſo to continue to 
the worlds end, and are able 
to make the man of God, 
perfeQ to every good word 
and worke. As alſo, that we 
who live under the Goſpel, 
ought ſtill to have reſpe& 
unto that part of Scripture 
which is called the 01d Telta» * 
ment. My reaſons for it are 
theſe : x. That exhortation 
of Chrilt, Iobbn5. 39. Search 
the Seriptures, (which is 
meant of the old Teſtament, 
for then they had no other) 
for in them yee thinke (that is 

ou your ſelves are perſwa- 
ded as well as the truth is) 
that yee have erernall life, that 
is, the way to eternall lite, 
which is Chriit himſelte de+ 
clared 


of Faith. 


clared to yon,as appeareth 
to be the meaning by the 
following words ; and they 
are they which teſtifie of me, 
Who dare reje& that word 
which gives teſtimony to 
Chriſt? if you ſay that the 
ceremoniall law did ſo, I 
anſwer, that the obſervation 
of itnow, would bea wit: 
neſling againft Chriit,as if he 
were not already come in the 
fleſh but expeQed hereafter, 
and therefore ir is aboliſhed. 
2. The identity or ſamenelſle 
of the old and new Teita' 
ment 1s another reaſon why 
I contend for having reipeRt 
to it. The old and new T elta+ 
ment doe both treate of the 
ſame ſubjeR, namely Chriſt, 
and the way of ſalvation by 
Faith in him , thongh with 
ſome difference of circum- 
G 5 ſtance, 
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ſtance &c. Icis ſaid that un» 
ro Chritt didall che prophets 
beare witnetle, 3. The tre+ 
quent quotations which are 
in the new Tettamenc out of 
the old,as it Chriit himlſelte 
and his Apottles had but 
commented apon the old 
Teſtament , and would not 
arge things upon the beliete 
of thole ro whom they Prea. 
ched without goud warrant 
and teltimony trom Mofes 
and the Prophets, 4. 1 am 
induced to have reſpect to 
the old Teltament trom this 
undeniable principle, name- 
Iy,that as ic is dangerous to 
plant what God hath not 
planted, ſo much more dan + 
gerous to plucke up what 
God hath planted, till he be- 
gin to doe it with his own 
right hand.. Now we doe 

nor 


Cl 


| 


of Faith. 37 

ouſneſle, eſtranging them to 
the world,affe&ing them to, 
arid enflaming them for 
God. 2. Touching the duties 
of men towards God, I thus 4, , _ 
believe, viz. Thar all ſorts geo men + 
of men are bound to love, towards © 
feare, ſerve, and truſt in hin God. 
with all their hearts and 
ſoules, by vertue of their be- 
ing received from him, in 
conjunRion with all other 
mercyes, as alſo for the con» 
tinued preſervation (which 
is equivalent to a continual] 
creation) ot their beings and 
wel-beings. Burt that there 
is adouble tye upon belie- 
vers to give up their whole 
ſelves, fouls and bodies unto 
God. For they are leaſt of all 
their own,being Gods, not 
onely by creation and for. 
feiturt ( as all wicked men 

are). 
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ſtance &c. It is fail that un» 
to Chritt didall che prophets 


beare witnetle, 3. The tre- - 


quent qu tations which are 
in the new Tettamenc out of 
the o]d,as it Chcitt himſelte 
and his Apoltles had but 
commented upon the old 
Teſtament , and would not 
urge things upon the beliete 
of thole to whoin they Prea, 
ched without goud warrant 
and teltimony trom Moſes 
and the Prophets, 4. 1 am 
induced to have relipeCt to 
the vid Teltament trom this 
undeniable principle, name- 
Iy,that as ic is dangerous to 
plant what God hath not 
planted, ſo much more dan*» 
gerous to plucke up what 
God hath planted, till he be- 
gin to doe it with his own 
right hand... Now we doe 

NOT 
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ouſneſle, eſtranging them to 
the world,aftefing them to, 
ar:d enflaming them for 
God. 2.Touching the duties 
ot men towards God, | thus, ,_ 
believe, viz. Thar all forts gjeormen © 
of men are bound to love, towards 
feare, ſerve, and truft in hin God. 
with all their hearts and 
ſoules, by vertue ot their be- 
ing received from him, in 
conjunCGion with all other 
mercyes, a8 alſo for the con» 
tinued preſervation (which 
is equivalent to a continual] 
creation) ot their beings and 
wel-beings. But that there 
is adouble tye upon belie- 
vers to give up their whole 
ſelves, fouls and bodies unto 
God. For th-y are leaſt of all 
their own,being Gods, not 
onely by creaticn and for. 
feituce ( as all wicked men 

are) 
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are) butby redemption alſo, 
he having bought chem 
with a price. The manner in 
which they are to ſerve God 
for the externall part of ic, I 
conceive to be in the way of 
his ordinances,viz by pray- 
ing, reading, hearing, medi- 
eating, ſinging of Plalmes 
(which is meditating and 
praifting of God with the 
voyce lifted up for the ex 

prefiing and- provoking of 
greater cheerefulneſſe, and 
affording further leiſure by 
due pauling and treatable 
delivery fordivine conſide- 
ration ) not to omic atten» 
dance upon God in the fa- 
craments of baptiſme and 


the Lords ſupper. As for the 


manner of q1anner of performing theſe 


duties {in which the life and 


ſpicit of religion doth con- 
Ty 


. are the fruics of the ſpirit of jjgns of 
God within us. Laſtly, 1 men from 


fhall conclude with my per- God. 
Re" As Of all men. 


of Faith, 
hſt) they are to be done in 

Faith from Goſpell motives, 
to ſpirituall ends, by way of 
teſtifying ourthankefulneſſe 
and the rule of them is to be 
the word of God. I might 

adde thar God is to beſeryed 
in the exerciſe of all graces, 

as Faith, humility, patience, 
ng wy pr &c. which ,., 


ſwafions touching what men 
are to «xpeR from God: IT. 
Ia generall, 2. In ſpeciall. In 
the generall, all men are to 
looke for a ſummons by 
death to a particular appea* 
rance and accompt , for the 
reſurreQion of their bodies 
afrer they have laine awhile 
in the grave, fora citall of 
ſoule and body to appeare 
before 


men, 
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before God at the day of the 
great Aſlize to give an ac- 
count of the deedes done in 
their bodies. Theſe things 


are to be expeRed in com- 


Of wicked mon both oft good and bad. 


But to deicend to particu- 
lars : As for men continuing 
in unbelicfe and impenicen« 
cy, 1 know nothing belongs 


to them but a certainedread» . 


full expeRtation of fury and 
vengeance, to be poured out 
upon all the adverlaries,and 
that having compatled thems« 
ſelves with fparkes they 
ſhould have this at length at 
Gods hand, namely, co lye 
downe in ſorrow , and chat 
their ſoules, being at the 


great day reunited to their 


bodies,{ſhould return to hell, 
whence they came, the Sen- 
tence of eternall condemna- 
tion 


of Faith. 41 
tion being Iirrccoverably 

palt upon them. Depart yre 

cxrſed, ec. But as for Belie- Sh 
vers,i hey have ſomething to - A. ro 
expe& trom God here, and pea of 
ſomething hereafter. Here the preſent 
they expeR ſome things for life,and of 
themſelves and other things _ Ro 
for the Church; for them- : 
ſelver,the keeping of them 


| by the power of God to fal- 


vation, the peace of God to 
guard their hearts, For the 
Church , The preſence of 
Ch: iſt with it by his ſpirit 
tO the worlds end, the brea- 
king of the Serpents head, 
and putting downe of the 
man of linne, and all other 
enemies of Chriſt which 


' ſhall be made his footſtoole. 


For hereafter, they expe& 
that their ſoules being joy- 
ned to their bodics which 
(hall 
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fhall be made conformable 
to the glorieus body of 
Chriſt, ſhall re-enter into 
their manſions of glory be- 
ing an intire glorified efſence 
(whereas but a part of them 
was before in glory ) ha- 
ving heard their judge, who 
isallo their redeemer and 
ſurety,thus pronounce con- 
cerning them, Well done 
good and faithfull ſervants, 
enter into your Maſters Joy. 


s, 


